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i. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
Since 1998, the BC Wildlife Federation (BCWF) has hosted a Wetlands Institute in a variety of communities across 

BC, doing so annually since 2012. The Wetlands Institute provides the greatest depth of training offered by the BCWF’s 

Wetlands Education program. All Wetlands Education Programs are designed to increase awareness about the values 

of wetlands and to empower individuals and communities to become stewards of wetlands within BC and across North 

America. The Wetlands Institute targets individuals currently working on a wetland project and provides them with 

many of the necessary skills to successfully accomplish their conservation goals. The other two pillar programs are the 

Wetlandkeepers course and the Map our Marshes. BCWF’s Wetland Education Program hosted the 2018 Wetland 

Institute on Salt Spring Island from September 17-23. 

20 full-time and 3 part-time participants attended the workshop and assisted in the restoration of two 

groundwater wetlands on private land. Both sites were historically cleared and modified to create pasture, an provided 

little habitat value. 0.05ha of wetland habitat were restored at both the “Stewart Road” and “Furness Road” sites, for 

a total of 0.1ha restored. Due to development, agriculture, and forestry, wetland ecosystems account for only 1.7% of 

the east coast of Vancouver Island and adjacent Gulf Islands (P. Ward et al. 1998). Many of these were drained at lower 

elevations, limiting opportunities for water storage and retention in urban areas. Due to this loss the BC Coast, 

Vancouver Island, and Gulf Islands are considered ecologically important wetland areas and a priority for Environment 

Canada (Whitehorn, 2016). By training community members to appreciate, identify, map, steward, and restore 

ecologically important habitats, individuals and groups can actively participate in protecting and restoring wetlands in 

their community.  

The Wetlands Institute would not be possible without the generous financial support provided by The Habitat 

Conservation Trust Fund, The Government of British Columbia, Wildlife Habitat Canada, and Environment and Climate 

Change Canada. The workshop also would not have been possible without a multitude of partners: Salt Spring Island 

Conservancy, BC Parks, University of British Columbia, Royal BC Museum, Xwaaqw'um Project, Sea Change Marine 

Conservation Society, Sellentin Habitat Restoration & Invasive Species Consulting ltd, E. Wind Consulting, and  

Coast Alive Recreational and Ecological Service.  
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ii. ABOUT THE BC WILDLIFE FEDERATION 
 

The BC Wildlife Federation (BCWF) is a province-wide voluntary conservation organization of hunters, anglers 

and outdoor recreationalists, representing all British Columbians whose aims are to protect, enhance and promote the 

wise use of the environment for the benefit of present and future generations.  As such, two strategic goals have been 

adopted: 

1. To ensure the sound, long-term management of British Columbia's fish, wildlife, park and outdoor recreational 

resources in the best interests of all British Columbians, and to coordinate all the voluntary agencies, societies, clubs 

and individuals interested in that objective, and 

 

2. To develop and support a comprehensive educational program to make all British Columbians aware of the value of 

British Columbia's fish, wildlife, park and outdoor recreational resources, and to arouse in the public conscience a 

recognition of, and a respect for, the place of fish, wildlife and outdoor recreation in the wise integrated use of the 

nation's natural resources. 

BCWF delivers educational programs including, but not limited to Conservation Outdoor Recreation Education, 

Wilderness Watch, Becoming an Outdoors Woman, all which act to fulfill the needs of its members, community and 

that of the strategic goals. The Wetlands Education Program (WEP), established in 1996, is one of the prominent 

conservation educational programs of BCWF.    

iii. INTRODUCTION TO THE WETLANDS EDUCATION PROGRAM 

 
The BC Wildlife Federation recognizes wetlands as important ecosystems to conserve with enormous social, 

economic and environmental benefits. The longest standing WEP programs, including Wetlandkeepers and the 

Wetlands Institute, were designed at a provincial level from government and non-government stakeholders who 

recognized the need for public stewardship of wetlands in BC.  Despite the ups and downs of financial support from 

the government, the BC Wildlife Federation recognized the value and potential of the program and has been a 

champion in delivering province-wide wetland educational programs since its inception. The Wetland Education 

Program has become an asset and has played an increasingly significant role in meeting the stated mission of the B.C. 

Wildlife Federation: 

“To protect, enhance and promote the wise use of the environment for the benefit of present and future generations” 

Through the various Wetland Education Programs, BCWF is able to demonstrate to the broader public the 

contribution that hunters, anglers and outdoor recreationalists make to fish and wildlife conservation efforts across 

British Columbia.  To date, the WEP has contributed to the conservation of hundreds of wetlands in not only British 

Columbia but throughout North America.  The WEP accomplishes wetland conservation through facilitating community 

education projects, facilitating land securement, and conducting wetland inventory, monitoring, construction, and 

restoration. 

WEP is delivered by a full-time Program Manager and Program Coordinator who receive support from assistants 

and interns throughout the year (pending external funding).  Direction for the program is a collaborative effort between 

the Program Manager, an Advisor on the BCWF Board, and the BCWF Director of Operations.  
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THE ROLE OF WETLANDS 

Wetlands play an essential role in the wellbeing of our natural environment through carbon sequestration, 

providing fish and wildlife habitat, enhancing water quality, mitigating floods, and recharging of groundwater and 

streams. For these reasons, wetlands impact our individual and community health. In comparison to many other 

ecosystems, the benefits from wetlands are exceptionally large relative to their size (MacKenzie and Shaw, 2000). 

Within BC, wetlands are valued at approximately $100billion/year (MOE, 2010). When total economic values are 

considered, wetlands often provide greater economic returns than when the land is converted for other uses 

(Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, 2005).  

 

However, wetlands are disappearing from our landscape. Over the last century many wetlands across Canada, 

including British Columbia, have been disturbed or entirely destroyed, especially in populated areas due to 

development pressures and lack of awareness to their inherent values. Without increased public awareness, the trend 

of wetland loss and degradation will likely continue to occur. BCWF’s Wetlands Education Program provides 

participants with the knowledge and skills to address wetland loss and degradation, monitor, rehabilitate and steward 

wetland habitat and encourages citizens to play a key role in conservation initiatives as advocates and volunteers. 

 
 

THE WETLANDS INSTITUTE 

The Wetlands Institute is one of the three pillar projects of the BCWF Wetlands Education Program. It is a week-

long course attended by landowners, land-managers, government and non-government staff, community volunteers, 

educators, and First Nations. The objective of this course is to provide theoretical and practical training to value, 

identify, monitor, map, construct, and restore wetlands. As a result of participating in the Institute, individuals can 

implement wetland stewardship activities in their own communities. 

Institute participants submit a wetland conservation project as part of their application and receive specific 

training and resources in order to successfully complete their project. Participants receive training from numerous 

specialists, some including wetland construction/restoration professionals, amphibian specialists, hydrology specialists, 

fish and wildlife specialists, and vegetation specialists. Participants also receive resources from environmental 

consultants, universities and scientific publications. 

Wetlands Institute (WI) programming is initiated by existing partnerships with BCWF regional presidents, BCWF 

clubs and local communities or from community champions to identify suitable project sites. Once a WI location has 

been identified and restoration projects have been identified, funding opportunities and sponsorship opportunities are 

pursued. The WI has been successfully implemented in 1998-2003, 2005, 2007, 2010, and 2012-2018. The next WI is 

scheduled for the Creston area in 2019. 

 

 

 

“I believe that the Wetlands Institute represents the highest standard in wetland education.” 

-Tom Biebighauser, Wildlife Biologist USDA (Retd.), and Center for Wetland  

and Stream Restoration 
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HISTORY OF WETLANDS INSTITUTE IN BC 

1998 Vancouver Wetlands Institute: 

The first institute was modeled after its American counterpart and included a partnership with the Faculty of Education 

at Simon Fraser University (SFU). There were 18 full-time participants and 15 part-time participants. Staff from the 

Greater Vancouver Regional District helped deliver the course. Among the conservation activities, participants were 

involved in the GVRD model project at Camosun Bog. 

 

1999 Kelowna Wetlands Institute: 

This institute was based at the Okanagan University College (OUC), with the attendance of 16 full-time and 9 part-

time participants, and involvement from the City of Kelowna to deliver and plan the course. A key outcome of the 

institute included the mapping of significant privately-owned wetlands and their subsequent inclusion in the City of 

Kelowna’s municipal inventory. 

 

Figure 1. Wetlands Institute locations in British Columbia 
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2000 Abbotsford Wetlands Institute: 

This institute had 15 full-time, 2 part-time participants, 1 volunteer, 4 instructors, 3 facilitators, and 3 guest speakers. 

The focus was to connect wetlands to salmon health and habitat. A number of wetlands were surveyed. 

 

2001 Nanaimo Wetlands Institute: 

This institute had 15 full-time, 1 volunteer, 4 instructors, 2 facilitators, and 7 guest speakers. The focus was to 

demonstrate the link between healthy functioning wetlands and the health of human communities. Nine different 

wetland areas around Nanaimo were investigated. 

 

2002 Invermere/Radium Wetlands Institute: 

This institute had 15 full-time participants, 3 part-time participants, 5 instructors, 1 facilitator, 33 guest speakers, and 

a 25 member Steering Committee. The focus was to address rural wetland issues such as tourism, livestock grazing and 

railroads. 

 

2003 100 Mile House Wetlands Institute: 

This institute had 12 full-time, 36 part-time participants, 8 instructors, and a 36 member Steering Committee. This 

institute focused on multiple wetlands with different challenges regarding wetland conservation in the Cariboo region, 

where ranching and tourism are predominant activities. 

 

2005 Sooke Wetlands Institute: 

This institute had 15 full-time participants, 33 part-time participants, 6 instructors, and a 35 member steering 

committee. The focus was to identify water supply issues and pressures to wetlands from growing urban areas on 

Vancouver Island. 

 

2007 Canal Flats Wetlands Institute: 

This institute had 10 full-time participants, 9 instructors, 5 guest speakers and a 4 member steering committee. A major 

outcome was the construction of a wetland that could provide school children with a place to explore a small-scale 

outdoor natural habitat. This region is located at the headwaters to the Columbia River, a critical waterway for fish, 

wildlife and recreational use. 

 

2010 Kamloops Wetlands Institute: 

This institute had 13 full-time 18 part-time participants, 13 instructors, and 2 facilitators. A main theme for the institute 

was to highlight the impacts of recreational and agricultural use and the effects of climate change on wetlands. 

 

2012 Sea-to-Sky Wetlands Institute:  

The institute took place in Squamish, Pemberton, and Whistler. It had 18 full-time participants, 17 part-time 

participants, 10 trainers, 3 guest speakers, and 3 facilitators. Participants helped create/enhance 2 groundwater and 3 

liner wetlands. 19 planners from the Lower Mainland and the surrounding areas also attended the Planner’s workshop, 

which focused on incorporating wetland stewardship into existing policies. The following section provides details on 

the various activities that occurred throughout the week-long institute. 
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2013 West Kootenays Wetlands Institute:  

The Institute took place in the West Kootenays, including Salmo, Castlegar and Passmore.  It had 29 participants, 6 

trainers, 10 guest speakers, and 4 facilitators.  Participants helped restore one wetland complex and restore another 

wetland in Salmo for stormwater retention and filtration.  Additionally, 11 planners, consultants and municipal/regional 

staff attended the Kootenays for Wetland Conservation & Enhancement workshop.  

 

2014 Vancouver Island Wetlands Institute: 

The Institute took place on Vancouver Island in Courtenay, Nanaimo and Duncan. It had 30 participants, 2 facilitators, 

3 instructors, and 7 guest speakers. Participants assisted Ducks Unlimited with a re-scouring project at Lazo Marsh and 

helped with 4 wetland repair projects and 2 wetland creation projects at the Garry Oak Preserve. They also provided 

design prescriptions for Nanaimo fish and Game Club as well as for Simms Millennium Park.   

 

2015 Okanagan Wetlands Institute: 

This Institute took place in Kelowna, Winfield and Vernon. It had 23 full-time participants and 13 part-time participants, 

3 facilitators and 5 instructors and 6 guest speakers. Participants helped restore a ground water wetland at Curly Frog 

Farm in Kelowna and a clay-liner wetland at the Radies site in Vernon. Additionally, 18 participants attended the Vernon 

Working Group Workshop. 

 

2016 Lower Mainland Wetlands Institute: 

This Institute primarily took place in Aldergrove, Cheam, Chilliwack, Delta, Mission, and Pitt Meadows. It had 21 full-

time participants and 3 part-time participants, 3 facilitators and 17 instructors/speakers. Participants helped restore a 

ground water wetland at Silverdale Creek Wetlands and a clay liner wetland at Dewdney Elementary School (both 

located in Mission). They also assisted in treating 400ft2 of invasive Yellow Flag Iris at Cheam Lake. 

 

2017 Canal Flats Wetlands Institute: 

This Institute primarily took place in and around Canal Flats, BC. It had 15 full-time participants, 3 facilitators, and 13 

trainers. Participants helped restore a groundwater wetland at Gyppo Logging Basin, repair a failing wetland at Turtle 

Lake, and restored both an artificial line and clay liner wetland on Nature Trust of BC’s Hoodoo property.  

1.0 THE 2018 WETLANDS INSTITUTE  
The following is a detailed account of what occurred at the 2018 Wetlands Institute.  See Figure 4 for a map of 

where activities occurred. See Appendix B for an Agenda. 

Monday September 17th 

The Wetlands Institute began at the week’s classroom, the Salt Spring Island Conservancy Office, conveniently 

located steps from the Blackburn Lake Wetlands. Joe Akerman of the Cowichan Tribe was kind enough to welcome 

the workshop to the territory, which was historically used by Saanich, Cowichan, and Chemainus peoples. Next, 

Wetlands Education Program Manager Neil Fletcher introduced the learning outcomes and goals of the week. The 

Institute is designed for participants to receive guidance and support for their own wetland projects through 

technical training, planning theory, field experience, and renowned trainers who can fill knowledge gaps. This allows 

Since 1998 the Wetlands Institute has connected with and trained 437 participants 
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participants to return to their communities and use their newly acquired skills to improve upon their own projects in 

wetland restoration or creation. Participants then presented on their wetland projects. There was a range of 

participants including biologists, government workers, consultants, and ENGO employees. Participants represented 

BC Parks, The City of Surrey, Central Kootenay Invasive Species Council, Nanaimo & Area Land Trust, Regional District 

of Okanagan Similkameen, and more.  

Wasting no time, wetland restoration expert Tom Biebighauser presented on the 3 main methods of wetland 

restoration (Groundwater, Surface water, and Liner) and how to properly identify which of those is optimal in which 

situations. This talk was immediately put into action at the first restoration site, known as the “Stewart Road Site”; a 

piece of private property at the tow of a slope which was historically cleared for agriculture. Participants learned to 

texture out soil, use a laser rod and level to take measurements, and determine the current ecological state. They  

deduced that the groundwater method with a core trench would be the proper method to restore the site. A free 

BBQ was held at St. Mary Lake resort to welcome participants and speakers, and to further encourage dialogue.  

 

Tuesday September 18th   

 The second day began by observing the excavator begin work at the Stewart Road Site. Participants were 

keen and asked many questions of Tom about each stage of restoration. Back at the classroom, biologist Elke Wind 

spoke to participants about amphibian and reptile lifecycles, 

identification, and habitat requirements. Elke also shared her 

research on how to construct and restore wetlands to meet those 

requirements. After travelling to Frog Valley Farm, Elke trained 

participants on how to properly check the amphibian traps she 

had set up earlier and how to handle any captured wildlife. Elke 

and Wetlands Education Program Coordinator Jason Jobin 

circulated amongst the groups to assist with identifying captured 

invertebrates. Before ending the session, everyone gathered to 

share their more interesting catches and learn about them from 

Elke.  

The group travelled next to the second wetland 

restoration site, known as the “Furness Road Site”. This site was 

historically cleared and leveled for agriculture, later to be used for 

hay production. Upon analysis, participants suspected that 

subsurface drainage had also been installed. It was determined 

that a groundwater wetland with a core trench would be the 

proper restoration technique for this property, as well. The 

surrounding drainage ditches, large amounts of soil that needed 

to be removed, and possible subsurface drainage all needed to be 

considered while designing this wetland. 

 

Wednesday September 19th  

  Christine Torgrimson, Executive Director of the Salt Spring Island Conservancy, started the day by presenting 

on the ongoing Blackburn Lake Wetland restoration project, which began four years prior. Historically, the diverse site 

Figure 2. Elke demonstrates how to properly 

check amphibian traps 
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of creeks, wetlands, and forest was cleared for agriculture and later used as an organic golf course. Mostly using the 

clay-liner technique and a heavy input of native species plantings, multiple wetlands were restored on site. The lake 

and surrounding wetlands support over 100 species of wildlife, including 21 species at risk. Tom, who was 

instrumental in the restoration design and implementation, also provided input. This was followed by a tour of the 

wetlands so participants could see the work that was completed and learn about upcoming efforts. The group also 

visited a creek which was experiencing heavy erosion and discussed possible restoration actions. Over lunch and for 

some time afterwards, students were able to observe the restoration occurring at the Furness Site. Regular visits 

ensured that participants could witness the multiple stages of restoration as well as learn about the problems and 

solutions that arose during. A key lesson is that wetland restoration often requires adaptive management.  

 Back at Blackburn Lake wetlands, biologist Carrina Maslovat walked participants through methods of wetland 

plant ID. Grasses, sedges, rushes, bur-reeds, woody species, etc were covered through hands-on exploration. 

Participants broke into small groups and used Pojar and Mackinnon’s Plants of Coastal British Columbia to identify 

plants in different portions of the wetlands. Neil Fletcher assisted by providing additional insight. The day concluded 

with Neil’s presentation on “How to Write a Successful Grant”. This topic is always of great interest to participants, 

particularly those from smaller organizations and groups.  

 

Thursday September 20th  

The midpoint of the 

workshop focused heavily on the 

theme of working with First 

Nations, particularly at Burgoyne 

Bay Provincial Park known to First 

Nations as Xwaaqw’um 

(“merganser duck place”). Dr. 

Genevieve Hill, Archeology 

Collection Manager and 

Researcher and the Royal BC 

Museum, was well poised to 

present on wetland archeology as 

her doctorate was focused on 

archaeology and indigenous 

wetland use in the Cowichan 

Valley. Leanna Boyer from Sea 

Change Marine Conservation Society was the next presenter. She shared her history with estuary work at 

Xwaaqw’um, with a focus on community engagement.  

At Xwaaqw’um, participants were greeted by Joe Akerman, who described the site’s history, as well as the 

resurgence of efforts to connect people (particularly First Nation’s youth) to Xwaaqw’um as a traditional-use space. 

Some of these efforts have included storytelling, youth camps, the carving and installation of Welcome Poles, and the 

crafting as use of a 32’ foot-long snuhwulh (“Big Canoe”). During a site tour, participants were encouraged to 

consider how to address the site’s heavy erosion issues, as well as its failing drainage system. The remainder of the 

Figure 3. Participants observe the Furness site being restored 
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outdoor portion was spent by groups of participants separately creating wetland restoration designs with wetland 

restoration expert, Robin Annschild. 

The day concluded by the University of British Columbia’s Dr. Tara Martin sharing the results of her recent 

research: “Prioritizing recovery funding to maximize conservation of endangered species”. Though higher-level, 

participants were highly engaged and interested in how prioritization could be used in wetland restoration.  

 

Friday September 21st  

 Neil began the day by introducing wetland classification and the differences between the five major 

freshwater types in BC: Bog, Fen, Swamp, Marsh, and Shallow Open Water. Teachings followed guidelines set out in 

Wetlands of British Columbia: A guide to identification. Plant ID and Wetland Classification teachings were placed into 

practice through a site visit to wetlands on the adjacent Salt Spring Island Centre of Yoga property. This beautiful 

cedar swamp was a new environment for many participants and provided numerous examples of have 

microtopography can lead to wetland formation. This activity was repeated on the northern portion of the island on a 

private property off North End Road. This site was fairly unique owing to saline waters and organic soils. The day 

wrapped up with further restoration observation, this time at the Furness site. Participants were able to see a buried 

rock drainline which was unearthed during restoration.  

 

Saturday Thursday September 22nd  

 Saturday morning was spent indoors with informative presentations. Neil began with pre-restoration 

requirements, like Section 11 applications or breeding bird windows, which are critical in any wetland project. Tom’s 

presentation topic was more relevant to urban settings and is growing in popularity: urban stormwater ponds and 

raingardens. With new regulations as well as increased flash events due to climate change, more and more 

communities are looking to these biological systems for solutions. The final presentation was from invasive species 

expert Ernie Sellentin. Unfortunately, wetland systems across the province often contain invasive species and some 

(like Reed Canary Grass or Yellow Flag Iris) can quickly and completely take over, reducing native species and habitat 

value. Therefore, Ernie’s experience was well received.  

In the afternoon, Ernie demonstrated various tools and techniques that can be used to tackle the Yellow Flag 

Iris populations at Blackburn Lake. Participants were also allotted some time to test these techniques and get a feel 

for how difficult it can be to remove invasives… a powerful motivator for the prevention of initial invasive 

establishment.  

By later afternoon, the Furness site was nearly completed so participants were able to help seed and straw 

portions of the site to prevent erosion. 

 

Sunday September 23rd  

 The final day began earlier to accommodate a birding exercise with local birder Ren Ferguson. Despite the 

light rains, multiple species were heard and sighting, including the elusive Virginia Rail. At this point, heavy machinery 

work was completed at both wetland restoration sites. Participants completed seeding and strawing the Furness Site, 

and did the same at the Stewart Road Site. Due to the high deer population on Salt Spring Island, the Furness Site was 
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fenced with 6ft tall wire fencing. Using post pounders, participants were able to install 500ft of fencing in under an 

hour.  

Tom Biebighauser gave the final presentation of the workshop: A History of Wetland Drainage in North 

America. Through stories, photos, and studies Tom demonstrated that the landscape of Canada has dramatically been 

altered for agriculture and development, much to the destruction of wetlands. He also shared how to detect these 

alterations and identify potential wetland restoration projects. Afterward, participants completed their workshop 

evaluations. Armed with new perspective, knowledge, and skills, participants completed the workshop by discussing 

their projects; demonstrating how they would integrate the Wetland Institute’s teachings, experience, and 

networking opportunities to improve and successfully complete their projects. 

2.0 FINAL COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
The legacy left behind by the 2018 Wetlands Institute goes beyond the 0.1ha of habitat restored at the Furness 

and Stewart sites. Individuals who participated in the course now have the capacity to restore and steward wetlands 

in BC for years to come. Partnerships developed among the WI participants and the BCWF staff will no doubt enhance 

projects and programs for wetland conservation. The WEP will continue to follow the progress of 2018 participants 

and provide support wherever possible to help them successfully achieve their conservation projects. 

3.0 FUTURE WETLANDS INSTITUTE PROGRAMMING 
The next Wetlands Institute is scheduled for 2019 in the Creston Area. Due to the area’s history of wetland 

conservation through the Creston Valley Wildlife Management Area, it will provide participants with a rich learning 

opportunity. Participants will be able to visit recently restored sites in Lister and Erickson, as well as contribute to 

wetland restoration on Lower Kootenay Band (Yaqan Nukiy) property. The 2019 Wetlands Institute will build the 

capacity of BC residents to protect, enhance, and construct wetlands, just as previous Institutes have done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hundreds of more photos from the 2018 Wetlands Institute are available at: https://tinyurl.com/WIPhotos2018  

https://tinyurl.com/WIPhotos2018
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Figure 4. Major locations used during the Wetlands Institute 
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APPENDIX A: 2018 WETLANDS INSTITUTE BIOGRAPHIES 

Facilitator Biographies  

Neil Fletcher 
Neil affirmed his decision to pursue 

a career in wetlands after preparing 

a management plan for a 

provincially significant wetland in 

Ottawa, Ontario. From this 

experience he found that wetlands 

provide a rich social and natural 

framework for practicing resource 

management which is both complex 

and endlessly fascinating. Since 

May 2010, he has worked with BC 

Wildlife Federation to plan and 

deliver wetland related workshops 

across the province. He is also the 

Chair of the Wetland Stewardship 

Partnership and sits on the Public 

Conservation Assistance Fund 

review committee. In 2016 he was 

awarded the Canadian Wildlife Federation’s Stan Hodgkiss Canadian Outdoorsperson of the Year Award. 

 
Jason Jobin 

Passionate about the environment from a young age, Jason joined 

the Environmental Sciences program at Trent University where he 

later graduated with an Honours Joint BSc. in Environmental 

Sciences and Biology with a specialization in Ecological 

Conservation. Trent allowed Jason to strengthen his interest in 

wetland conservation and, under the teachings of Prof. Tom 

Whillans, became inspired to get involved with wetland 

conservation movements. Upon moving to BC, Jason immediately 

recognized the value of volunteering with the BC Wildlife Federation 

and was soon hired as an intern. He is now the Wetlands Education 

Program Coordinator where he manages grants, provides training, 

takes photos, performs outreach, trains staff, coordinates 

workshops, oversees restoration projects, and develops resources 

(among many other things). 2018 will mark his 7th Wetlands 

Institute.  
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Maureen Nadeau 
Maureen was born and raised in the Southeast Kootenays of BC 

in a small mining town. She developed a strong connection to 

the outdoors through exploration in the mountains of her 

backyard and instantly knew she wanted a career in 

conservation. She received her Bachelor of Environmental 

Science at the University of British Columbia in 2017.  

Maureen has experience working for both federal and municipal 

government, as well as UBC. She now works for the BC Wildlife 

Federation as the Wetlands Education Program Assistant. You 

can find Maureen on her bike or in the mountains on any given 

weekend. 

 
 
 

 

Speaker & Trainer Biographies  

 
Joe Akerman 

Joe’s passion is to support healthy communities by exploring what 

Indigenous Solidarity, Decolonization and continuing and strengthening 

local Indigenous ways of being through education and language, political 

systems, law, and relationships to the land. He is an activist and believes 

strongly in the importance of direct action and diplomacy to build 

momentum within social justice movements. Joe is of Cowichan and 

European decent. His ability to initiate and sustain grassroots leadership, 

inclusivity and cultural connections has led to effective mobilization of 

support from the public, multiple levels of government and local First 

Nation communities. He is adept at navigating the subtleties of inter-

cultural dialogue and provides support to individuals and organizations 

seeking to increase their cultural sensitivity 

From 2010-2016, Joe was the Manager of Regional Engagement for the 

BC Association of Aboriginal Friendship Centres where he worked on 

provincial, national and international opportunities for athletes and 

healthy living participants with iSPARC (Indigenous Sport, Physical Activity 

and Recreation Council). Currently, Joe is leading the Xwaaqw'um Project, which aims to create space for 

Local Elders and Knowledge keepers to enhance culture, employment and skills training through land-

based knowledge and opportunities for Indigenous Youth and community. Recently Joe was a community 

Leader of the Protect Grace Islet Group 
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Robin Annschild  
Robin Annschild manages wetland restoration projects for the 

BCWF and works with Tom Biebighauser to provide wetland 

restoration project design, management and construction 

supervision for sites across British Columbia. Robin has completed 

over 1400 hours of field training with Tom Biebighauser, learning 

to design and restore wetlands using techniques he has 

developed.  Since 2014, Robin has designed 333 and restored 

273 wetlands in British Columbia, Arizona, California, and South 

Carolina. Robin developed project management and program 

planning skills in her role as a conservation director for the Salt 

Spring Island Conservancy. Under Robin’s leadership, the Salt 

Spring Conservancy’s conservation program raised $4.8 M dollars 

in program and acquisition funds over 10 years to protect and 

restore habitat for multiple species at risk on Salt Spring Island.  

 

Tom Biebighauser 
Tom Biebighauser is a Wildlife Biologist and Wetland Ecologist who 

has restored over 2,000 wetlands and streams in 24-States, across 

Canada, New Zealand, and Puerto Rico since 1982. He retired in 

2013 after working 34-years for the USDA Forest Service as a 

Wildlife Biologist, where he also restored wetlands and streams. 

Tom has been serving as an instructor for the Wetlands Institute 

since 2003. Having designed and built over 1,400-dams, and has 

since decommissioned over 300 -dams. He has studied drainage 

and irrigation for 35-years, learning from contractors who spent 

their lives destroying wetlands. Tom has developed highly effective 

and low-cost techniques for building wetlands for rare species 

across North America. He teaches practical, hands-on workshops 

where participants learn how to restore wetlands by becoming involved in the design and 

construction of naturally appearing and functioning wetlands. Tom has written 4-books about 

wetland restoration, and instructs online college and field courses on the topic. He received the US 

National Wetlands Award for Conservation and Restoration in 2015.  

 
Leanna Boyer 

For over 15 years Leanna has been working to conserve nearshore 

habitats by training communities to map and monitor nearshore 

habitat and giving them tools to influence local decision making.  

Leanna’s passion is collaboration; to connect people, ecological 

information and resources to put conservation and stewardship into 

action. She works part-time with SeaChange Marine Conservation 

Society and part-time parenting! She is co-Chair of the Seagrass 

Conservation Working Group. In the past 3 years, Leanna has 

integrated her passion for marine ecology with decolonization; 

lending her conservation, community organizing, project planning, 

fundraising and cooking skills to the Xwaaqw’um Project. She 

serves on the board of the Stqeeye’ Society on Salt Spring, who is 

committed to re-building Quw’utsun and Hul’q’umi’num connection to Xwaaqw’um (Burgoyne Bay) by 

providing life-long learning opportunities for the benefit of youth and future generations. 
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Ren Ferguson 

Ren has had a lifelong interest in the natural world and especially 

a passion for birds. She has worked for not-for-profit conservation 

organizations, private consulting companies and the provincial 

government doing avian surveys and reports focused on habitat 

management for species at risk. Ren is also a nature soundscape 

recordist and has recently been involved with a wetland 

restoration project in the Cowichan Valley where she is 

documenting the changes in bird and wildlife use through 

soundscape recordings. 

 

 

 

 
  Dr. Genevieve Hill 

Genevieve was raised in the Cowichan Valley and earned a BA from 

the University of Victoria, in Greek and Roman Studies and 

Anthropology. She went on to obtain an MA and PhD in Wetland 

Archaeology from the University of Exeter, UK. Her PhD research 

focused on the difference between outsider (archaeologists and 

ethnologists) and insider (Ancestral and modern Cowichan people) 

narratives of Cowichan culture history, with particular attention to 

the perception and use of wetlands. She has worked on 

archaeological projects from Greece and Turkey, to the UK, and from 

Victoria to Port Hardy. Genevieve first encountered waterlogged 

archaeological deposit while working as a consultant on a 

development project in Victoria in 2005, and has since been 

focused on waterlogged material and wetland archaeology. Since 2011, she has worked as an 

archaeological consultant, as a Project Officer at the BC Archaeology Branch, and currently works as 

the Archaeology Collection Manager and Researcher at the Royal BC Museum. She has been working 

with the Nature Conservancy of Canada and Cowichan Tribes on several wetland restoration projects 

for several years. She is passionate about increasing awareness of the presence and significance of 

wetland archaeology and waterlogged material culture in BC 

 
Dr. Tara Martin 

Dr Tara Martin is a Professor of Conservation Decision Science in the 

Department of Forest and Conservation Sciences at UBC. Tara is a 

pioneer in the field of conservation decision making - combining 

ecological data with decision science to bridge the gap between 

research and on-ground conservation action and policy. Her current 

research interests include prioritizing threat management for 

biodiversity conservation; climate adaptation and mitigation under 

global change; understanding shifting baselines and informing eco-

cultural restoration; and decision-making under uncertainty. Tara was 

recently awarded The Nature Conservancy Professor in Practice 

Award, Thomson Reuters Citation & Innovation Award for her work in 

Climate change decision making and a Wilburforce Conservation 

Fellowship. She co-leads the Climate Adaptation theme within the 

IUCN Climate Change Specialist Group. Tara was born on Salt Spring 

Island and the focus of much of her current work is in the Salish Sea. For more info, visit 

www.taramartin.org  

http://www.taramartin.org/
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Carrina Maslovat 

Carrina has worked as a biological consultant for over 25 

years and has written COSEWIC status reports, federal 

recovery strategies, management plans and best 

management practices. As a field biologist specializing in 

botany and ecology, she spends time outside in amazing 

places studying rare plants and how plant communities 

change over time. Since 2014, Carrina has been designing 

and restoring wetlands in the Gulf Islands to create habitat 

for species at risk. The 6 years she worked as 

owner/operator of a native plant nursery helps her to 

create effective planting prescriptions for restoration 

projects. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ernie Sellentin  

Ernie worked in the Texada Island quarries and then as a 

timber faller with his father. From 1978-1995 he continued in 

the logging industry working in a variety of coastal B.C. 

locations. He returned to college in 1995 and then re-entering 

the workforce in 2000 with a Diploma in Environmental 

Assessment Technology and a Bachelor of Science in 

Environmental Science. He then built his own company, 

Sellentin’s Habitat Restoration & Invasive Species Consulting 

Ltd., specializing in habitat restoration and invasive species 

consulting. Today the business is a successful multi-

dimensional full service enterprise focusing on 

environmentally conscious sustainable invasive plant removal 

and restoration. In addition, he served as a Director on the 

Board, Invasive Species Council of BC (2005 – 2009). 
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Christine Torgrimson  
Christine has over 40 years’ experience in conservation 

initiatives. She co-founded a large US land trust and has 

served as staff, board member, volunteer and 

consultant with many organizations. During 8 years as 

consultant and staff at Yellowstone to Yukon 

Conservation Initiative, she facilitated development of 

Y2Y strategic and conservation plans. Christine has 

been an elected island trustee, and has worked with the 

Salt Spring Island Conservancy for 20 years, as 

volunteer, consultant, and executive director 2012-

2018. During the 4-year wetland and stream restoration 

work at Blackburn Lake Nature Reserve, she has been 

the project oversight manager. 

 

 

 

 

Elke Wind  
Elke Wind is an amphibian biologist with 

more than 20 years of experience in 

research, inventory, and monitoring. Her 

areas of expertise include habitat 

management in relation to forest 

harvesting, urban and industrial 

development, and roads. She has built 

almost 20 small wetlands for 

amphibians. Ms. Wind works with 

government, industry, consultants, First 

Nations, non-profit organizations, and 

universities providing training and 

education in species identification, 

survey methods, and study design. She 

is a steering committee member and 

former co-chair of the Northwest chapter of Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation. She has 

authored numerous government reports, status reports, and habitat management guidelines. 
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Participant Biographies  
 

Liana Ayach  
Liana is an Environmental Technologist with the City of Surrey 

and is involved in a variety of programs ranging from stormwater 

pollution investigations, to capital construction project reviews, 

and to facilitating a student-led watershed restoration program 

called the Salmon Habitat Restoration Program (SHaRP). Liana 

has a background in environmental engineering and protection 

through Kwantlen’s Environmental Protection Technology 

program as well as BCIT’s Environmental Engineering program. 

Depending on the season she can generally be found with her 

family sharing her love of paddling local lakes and rivers or 

exploring mountainsides by snowshoe. 

 

 
 

Ava Breakwell  
 Ava was born and raised on central Vancouver Island.  After 

completing a business diploma in Ontario, she returned home to 

pursue her interests in ethnobotany and herbal medicine at 

Pacific Rim College.  Ava now lives in the Qualicum community 

where you will find her most frequently strolling through the 

forest.  Her passion for the natural world has recently brought her 

to the Nanaimo & Area Land Trust, where she is completing an 

internship focusing on conservation covenants and coordinating 

volunteers.   

 

 

 

 

 
Cheryl Brown  

Cheryl has had extensive interest in conservation and has been 

involved in a variety of aspects for many years.  She was involved 

with the land use planning for the Kalum Land Resource 

Management Plan and continues as Chair of the Kalum Plan 

Implementation Committee. Cheryl has lived in the Northwest of 

BC for 38 years watching the effects of industrial development and 

forestry taking opportunity to comment on projects and their 

effects.  The past 25 years have been at Lakelse Lake and she is 

now part of the Lakelse Watershed Stewardship Society building 

awareness and protection of this integral watershed. 
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Libby Chisholm 

Libby Chisholm is an MA Candidate in the School of 

Environmental Studies at the University of Victoria. She 

has several years experience providing research support 

in Indigenous-led socio-economic, health, and Traditional 

Use Studies. Libby has a strong interest in the social 

determinants of health, and understanding pathways for 

Indigenous and local communities to define their own 

nourishing and culturally appropriate food systems. For 

her MA research, she is collaborating with members of 

the Neskonlith Band to research the intersections of land 

based education, health and wellbeing, language 

revitalization and Indigenous food sovereignty in the 

Salmon River Delta. 

 

Chris Drake 

Chris Drake is the owner and operator of Coast Alive 

Recreational and Ecological Services, an environmental 

stewardship business operating on Salt Spring Island since 

2006. The majority of his contracts are in the fields of invasive 

plant control, wildlife habitat enhancement, wildfire risk 

reduction, ecological restoration, and trail building and 

maintenance. His clients are diverse and include the Islands 

Trust Fund, the Salt Spring Island Conservancy, and private 

property owners. Chris was closely involved in the wetland 

restoration work that took place at Blackburn Lake Nature 

Reserve. 

 
 
 
 

 

Alessandra Jones  

Ali has lived more than half her life on Southern Vancouver 

Island exploring its native flora and fauna. She has her BSc 

in Biology from the University of Victoria and is interested in 

conservation biology, in particular that of amphibians! 

Previously she has worked with both federal and provincial 

government. Her current role is Conservation and 

Information Assistant for the BC Region of the Nature 

Conservancy of Canada helping to coordinate and monitor 

the effectiveness of their conservation and restoration 

efforts. 
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Zachary Luck 

Zach is an environmental scientist working on a variety of 

projects on Vancouver Island and in BC’s Peace Region. 

Zach is increasingly involved in agricultural land 

reclamation, riparian and wetland restoration projects. 

Some of the more recent projects include erosion and 

sediment control, riparian restoration projects and wetland 

compensations. As an avid fisherman and hunter, he 

spends most of his free time exploring northern British 

Columbia or the northwest coast of Vancouver Island. 

 

 

 

 

 
Valerie Masterman 

Valerie works for Hatfield Consultants as the Environmental 

Coordinator on the $1billion John Hart Generating Station 

Replacement Project in Campbell River, BC. This Project has 

brought her ‘home’, being originally from Quadra Island. 

Protecting Wetlands around the Project site is a constant 

consideration and the ‘I saved a frog’ sticker program has 

resulted in the safe relocation of hundreds of frogs from the 

construction area. Other experience includes hosting 

participatory workshops to determine key issues, as well as 

solutions, within shared river basins in southern Africa; and, field 

sampling within the river systems of the oil sands region to 

determine long-term water quality trends. Outside of work Valerie 

is immersed in family life and horse back riding. 
 

 

 

 

Erica McClaren 

Erica is a Conservation Specialist with the West Coast Region of BC 

Parks (Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, South-central coast of BC 

and Haida Gwaii). This really means that she is a generalist and 

participates in a broad-range of activities that involve gaining 

knowledge around ecological values of parks and protected areas, 

recovering these values where they have been lost, if possible, and 

ensuring future impacts to ecological values are minimized. Prior to 

her work with BC Parks, Erica worked with the Fish and Wildlife and 

Ecosystems Sections of Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural 

Resources Operations (then Ministry of Environment) on species at 

risk, with an emphasis on birds. 
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LeRoy McFarlane 

Originally from Southern Ontario, LeRoy arrived 

at Vancouver Island in 1992 and has been 

there since. He is both a father and a 

grandfather among his profession as a self-

employed personal investment broker. He has 

a BA of Political Science and a BSc in 

Agriculture, both from the University of Guelph. 

LeRoy’s interests focus on environmental 

stewardship that engage with the impact of 

climate change. He is very passionate about 

promoting a sustainable lifestyle throughout 

his networks and fond of traveling the globe.  

 

 
 

 
Catherine McRae  

Catherine McRae is a lifelong resident of Terrace with a keen 

awareness of environmental changes. She has a B.Ed. SFU and 

pursued studies at the Masters level in Special Ed./Leadership at 

UNBC. Following a 30-year career as an educator, she began a 

new vocation by studying ethnobotany at UNBC and attending 

workshops sponsored by the Lakelse Watershed Stewardship 

Society. These have led to further involvement with the LWSS with 

a special interest in a wetland monitoring project.  Her interests 

range from time with grandchildren to sailing and photography. 

She is an ESS volunteer and a member of the Terrace Archive 

Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 
Karen Moore 

Karen has 17 years’ experience in the water and wastewater 

industry; primarily in wastewater treatment process monitoring 

and environmental monitoring of receiving surface waters and 

groundwaters. She is currently employed by the Regional 

District of Okanagan Similkameen (RDOS) which operates the 

Okanagan Falls Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP). The 

RDOS has hired consultants to construct a wetland next to the 

Okanagan Falls WWTP and wastewater effluent will be 

discharged to this constructed wetland. Karen’s duties will 

include working with the consultants on this project and 

monitoring the water quality and health of this wetland once 

constructed. 
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Mauricio Nunez 

Mauricio is a Peruvian Land Steward who is passionate about 

restoring natural processes in Peruvian Landscapes. He has 

travelled extensively to build capacity with a broad range of 

professionals dedicated to this endeavor. This has led to work 

implementing large-scale landscape projects. He knows there is 

much to learn and teach from the art and science of restoring 

functionality to working landscapes. Mauricio is increasingly 

involved in broad acre land planning. Lately, he’s travelled to the 

High Andeans to learn from pastoral livelihoods in order to create 

mechanisms to invest in the people and landscapes in the region. 

When not working, Mauricio spends much of his time surfing and 

this passion has allowed him to understand the concept that no 

wave or day is equal, which he uses as a principal in his work. 

 

 

 

Sacha O’Regan  
Sacha O’Regan is an ecologist at MC Wright and 

Associates in Nanaimo, BC with 8 years experience as a 

researcher and consultant for First Nations, government, 

and private industry. Recently, Sacha has primarily been 

completing marine and freshwater environmental 

assessments and permitting for development and 

forestry projects. When she and her colleagues are 

lucky, they also get to construct or restore freshwater 

and marine habitats. She completed her B.Sc. at the 

University of Western Ontario and her M.Sc., focused on 

amphibian conservation, at Simon Fraser University. 

Working with amphibians and wading through wetlands 

is what makes Sacha happiest. 

 
Carly Palmer 

Carly has been wading the streams and wetlands of the 

Comox Valley since she was six years old. She has worked 

as an environmental educator and technician on 

Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, and the Lower 

Mainland. Carly recently graduated with a diploma of 

environmental technology from Camosun College, and has 

a passion for stream and wetland conservation and 

restoration. She is currently working on a project to 

delineate ecosystem types in the Morrison Creek 

Headwaters, a large wetland complex in Courtenay B.C. 

The project is part of a larger initiative with the Comox 

Valley Land Trust to purchase and protect this amazing 

area. 
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Ashlee Scanlon 

Ashlee lives in Saanich, works in the parks in Central 

Saanich and volunteers in the parks in North Saanich. 

She has an Environmental Technology Diploma and over 

10 years’ experience working in horticulture. Ashlee is 

the co-founder and organizer of “Friends of North 

Saanich Parks”, a group that restores ecosystems in the 

parks of North Saanich. She continues to educate the 

public about invasive and native plants as well as 

motivate them to participate in the restoration of these 

parks and public lands. When she isn’t working or 

volunteering in a park, you will find her taking courses, 

hiking, birding or fixing up her home. 

 

 

 

 

 
Lori Schlechtleitner 

Lori graduated with honors from the Ecological Restoration BSc 

program at BCIT in April 2018. She has 15 years of experience in 

project administration and laboratory coordination in mining and 

construction.  Her diverse specialties include bird identification 

and creative collaborations with multi-level stakeholders. In fact, 

her wetland project concept comes from a surprising connection 

in the landscaping industry. She has opted to contract as a 

landscaper for the season to pursue her other passion for travel! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Heather Steere 

Heather works for BC Parks as a Senior Park Ranger in the 

Arrowsmith Region. Part of her duties is to maintain an 

equilibrium between conservation and recreation within the 

parks system. She assists in long term ecological monitoring 

surveys, assesses user impacts on parks and is currently 

working on a dune restoration project. Heather's background is 

in expeditions leadership and management - completing 

conservation, scientific and educational based projects. 

Heather's experience in wetland management is fairly limited 

and she is looking forward to learning as much as possible to 

help manage wetland areas within her region more effectively. 

 

 

 

 

 



              
 

2018 Wetlands Institute Report  28 
 

 

Edward van Veenendaal 
Edward has had an interest in plants/gardening/nature since 

childhood, and is enthusiastic about living more sustainably 

within the cycles of nature. After studying horticulture, and later 

anthropology/psychology, he has worked with the incarcerated 

mentally ill using gardening as therapy. For the past two decades, 

he has operated his own naturescape landscape company in 

Delta, BC.  He is passionate about trees and has created wildlife 

gardens in suburbia and other environments, including the 

Vancouver Landfill.  He has been an active ambassador for 

Naturescape BC, and a board member for the Delta Farmland and 

Wildlife Trust. Edward is now looking forward to volunteering his 

time with conservation organizations, as well as stewarding his 17 

acre mostly forested ALR farm in Cowichan on Vancouver Island. 

He is looking for young folks to grow organic food on the fertile 

soil of the cleared acres, and he plans to create a wetland 

between the field and the forest to attract more wildlife. 

 

  Jennifer Vogel 
Jennifer Vogel is the Executive Director of the Central 

Kootenay Invasive Species Society. She has been working in 

invasive species management for the last 9 years. The 

CKISS is a non-profit organization that is dedicated to 

managing invasive species in the Regional District of Central 

Kootenay and Kootenay Boundary Area A and B. She works 

closely with a variety of stakeholders and is currently 

assessing viable options for yellow flag iris control in the 

Creston Valley Wildlife Management Area.  

 

  

 
 

 
Murray Watt 

Murray graduated from Lakehead University with a Forest 

Technology Diploma and a HBSc in Earth Sciences in 

1992. After that he has been in law enforcement for 26 

years. Murray spent 5 years on the BC Coast as a Natural 

Resource Officer- Senior Enforcement Specialist with 

MFLNRO. Currently he is the Kootenay-Boundary Field Unit 

Supervisor in Castlegar. As a Natural Resource Officer, he 

is involved with enforcing much of the natural resource 

sector legislation that governs wetlands and streams. This 

includes the Water Sustainability Act and the Land Act. He 

is an Articling Agrologist with the BC Institute of Agrology 

and a Geoscientist-in-Training with the Engineers and 

Geoscientists of BC. In his spare time he is involved with 

volunteer Search and Rescue and is a Certified Wilderness 

Canoe Guide with the Recreational Canoe Association of 

BC. 
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APPENDIX B: Wetlands Institute 2018 Agenda 
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APPENDIX C: Sample Media, Advertising and Correspondence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Targeted email sent out to advertise the Wetlands Institute 
 
Email sent out to announce the Wetlands Institute 
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Portion of a blog post written about the Wetlands Institute. The complete post can be viewed at the 
following link: https://bcwfbogblog.com/2018/09/27/from-theory-to-on-the-ground-work-salt-spring-
island-wetlands-institute-2018/  
 
 
 

https://bcwfbogblog.com/2018/09/27/from-theory-to-on-the-ground-work-salt-spring-island-wetlands-institute-2018/
https://bcwfbogblog.com/2018/09/27/from-theory-to-on-the-ground-work-salt-spring-island-wetlands-institute-2018/
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APPENDIX D: Wetlands Institute Participant Feedback 
 

All full-time participants (20/23 total participants) submitted an evaluation form. Below is a 

summary.  

1) 85% (17/20) of participants agreed that the Wetlands Institute training helped with their wetland 
project. The other 15% did not have a project, or were unclear in their responses.  
 

2) 90% (18/20) participants stated that the coordinators were “Among the best” with the other 10% 
stating they were “Above Average” or between the two. The following comments were added by 
some of the participants: 
 

• “Absolutely incredible… I was impressed by the level of organization and very grateful 
indeed!” 

• “All the organizers were very knowledgeable and helpful, always available to provide 
guidance and answer questions. It’s obvious they really care about the course and 
participants.”  

• “Seriously this was one of the best learning opportunities I have had” 

• “Very organized program and they did a great job packing so much training in and keeping 
it on schedule!” 

• “Great energy, intelligent, informative, and organized. Well done!” 

• “Very organized. Of many courses, many pursuits on my life this is the very best informed”  
 

3) 65% (13/20) of participants stated the trainers and speakers were “Among the best” with the other 
45% stating they were “Above Average”. The following comments were added by some 
participants:  
 

• “Good multidisciplinary base of speakers who all were passionate about wetlands in their 
respective discipline” 

• “I was amazed at the caliber of the presenters that came to instruct lessons. Many were 
leaders in their field and it was great to learn from them.” 

• “Great! 😊 Really great instructors – friendly + explained concepts well to a group with 

very diverse background and training.” 

• “Experts + professionals in their field were great, knowledgeable and able to provide best 
management practices, designs, resources.” 

• “These were exceptional along with exceptional credentials” 
 

4)  75% (15/20) of participants stated that, compared to other workshops or extension courses they 
had taken to enhance their capacity, that the Wetlands Institute was “Among the best” with the 
20% stating is was “Above Average” and 5% stating the question was “Not Applicable”. The 
following comments were added by some of the participants: 
 

• “The knowledge that was shared was hands on knowledge that in some cases could be 
applied straight away - very helpful indeed!” 

• “Awesome experience – great speakers and in field experience.” 
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• “…I am left inspired and confident in the tools I have developed over the week to start a 
project.” 

• “Very organized, very interesting, so amazing. Great diversity and an overall learning of 
the entire ecosystems” 

• “Hands-on part was great! – combination with lectures made it great to understand + 
solidify + practice concepts and apply skills in the field.” 

•  “The intensity and duration immerses a person into the program” 

• “Very well organized. Diverse speakers and topics. Complete information on wetlands.”  

• “Great hands-on experience, good balance of days between in-class and field work” 
 

5) 100% (20/20) of participants stated they would recommend the Wetlands Institute to others. The 
following comments were added by some of the participants 

•  “I already have. It was really helpful to have the blend of in-class and hands-on field work, 
and the material covered a huge amount of ground and was great for a diverse audience.” 

•  “…the opportunity to work/learn from Tom and Robin is invaluable. You also make 
excellent connections with people in related fields.”  

• “…I have and will continue to do so. This course has been so effective for making 
connections and broadening awareness.” 

• “The information learned is very transferable across many job types in the environment 
sector. The 7-day format really allows you to sink into the project development and solely 
focus on this subject which I feel leads to greater retention and better experiences. “ 

• “Absolutely – an opportunity not to be missed…” 
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