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INTRODUCTION TO THE BC WILDLIFE FEDERATION 
 

 The BC Wildlife Federation (BCWF) is the oldest and largest conservation organization 
in British Columbia.  It is a province-wide charitable conservation organization that represents 
the numerous British Columbians whose aims are to protect, enhance, and promote the wise 
use of the environment for the benefit of present and future generations. 
 BCWF’s Wetlands Education Program was created in 1996 to deliver quality wetland 
education that assists individuals and groups in assessing their wetland assets, while using this 
new knowledge to increase ecosystem and community health.  BCWF prides itself on commu-
nity based wetland education programs that increase the capacity of individuals to steward 
wetlands in their own backyards! 

 
 
HISTORY AND PURPOSE OF THE WILD KIDZ CAMP 
   

 The Wild Kidz Camp was created in 2008 to celebrate the centenary of Roderick Haig-
Brown (1908 – 1976), a conservationist and naturalist who devoted much of his life to the con-
servation and protection of British Columbia’s wildlife and wild spaces.  Mr. Roderick Haig-
Brown was an advisor to the BC Wildlife Federation and we, in British Columbia, owe a great 
deal of what we enjoy today to the Haig-Brown family. 
 There are numerous reasons to provide outdoor education opportunities to our youth.  
For instance, children are spending more and more time indoors.  At the same time, National 
Park attendance in Canada has dropped by 16.8% in the past 20 years, despite a growing pop-
ulation1. The Wild Kidz Camp is a program unlike any other in BC.  It strives to educate children 
about the importance of nature, while providing them with fun, hands-on outdoor experienc-
es.  Children learn best by interacting with their ears, eyes, and hands and the Wild Kidz 
Camps targets all of these learning methods with activities such as: ecological activities, visits 
to parks, meeting with conservationists, outdoor classrooms, fishing lessons, and more.  Each 
year, the Wild Kidz Camp is held in different communities so that the BCWF, as a province-
wide organization, can help instill conservation values in children as future stewards of BC’s 
environment in all communities across the province. 
   This year’s camps were partnered with BCWF, The Barnet Rifle Club, the Government 
of British Columbia, and the Government of Canada. Partnerships within each town included 
the North Thompson Fish and Game Club (NTFG), the Simpcw First Nation, and the Bulkley 
Valley Rod and Gun Club (BVRG).  The activities the children participated in are outlined in fur-
ther detail throughout this report. 

1. The Globe and Mail, 2010 http//www.kff.org/entmedia/entmedia012010nr.cfm  and Parks Canada, 2014  http//www.kff.org/entmedia/entmedia012010nr.cfm  
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Barriere BC, July 11th—15th 

 

LOCATION 
 
 The first camp of 2016 was held within Barriere BC, a small town located north of Kam-
loops. The town itself is situated at the confluence of the Barriere River, and North Thompson 
River. Barriere is home to only about 2000 people, even so the camp filled up quickly, not to 
mention the waitlist that grew steadily up to the start of the camp. The camp also saw regis-
trants from the neighbouring town of Chu Chua, as well as Clearwater. 
 The home base for the Wild Kidz Camp was located at the North Thompson Volunteer 
Information Centre (NTVIC) which was generously offered free of charge by the organization.  
The NTVIC used to be the Barriere Ridge Elementary, until it was converted into a community 
centre of sorts.  Being that it was a elementary school the NTVIC is laid out like one, a big field 
with a playground attached.  This made it easy for the campers to entertain themselves during 
down times, especially after they inevitably wolf down their lunch. 
 Field trips throughout the week were available by a short bus ride. This was made pos-
sible by Christian Life Assembly who offered their resident bus driver, and donated their 
school bus.  The week’s itinerary included visits to the North Thompson Museum, Wells Grey 
Provincial Park, Dunn Lake Hatchery, Lake Latermouille, and the North Thompson Fish and 
Game Club’s gun range. 
 

PARTICIPANTS 
 Thanks to the enthusiastic parents and children of Barriere, Clearwater, and Chu Chua 
our camp reached capacity a couple weeks after its posting. The camp  was originally made up 
of 25 boys and girls ages 9-12, but the camp was so popular, we ended up with 28 campers by 
week’s end. 

The campers gather around a fire in the Simpcw pit house. 
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ITINERARY IN BARRIERE 
 The week–long day camp ran from 9 AM to 4 PM between Monday, July 11th and Fri-
day, July 15th.  All activities were carefully selected for the nature-related experiences they 
would offer the children.  Not to mention all the field trips were chosen for their respective 
outdoor or wildlife educational value. This camp was run by Kasey “Captain Caddisfly” Wong, 
Neil “Marsh Hawk” Fletcher, and Doug “Diving Beetle” Newbigging. We were accompanied all 
week by Mel Schmidt, Robert Smith, Robert Wittner, and George Smith who are all members 
of the North Thompson Fish and Game Club. 
 
The schedule of activities for the week proceeded as the following: 
 
MONDAY 
 
8:45— 9:15: Meet with Parents & Enroll Children in Camp 
 The excited kids poured into our camp early on Monday morning.  They were eager to 
pick up their BCWF Wild Kidz Camp t-shirt and meet their fellow campers for the week! 
 
9:15— 9:30: Camp Rules & Expectations 
 After initial introductions from the camp leaders, the Wild Kidz Camp’s P.E.R.C.H. code 
of conduct was explained to ensure a positive camp experience for all. 

Participation 
Environmental manners 
Respect 
Cooperation 
Have fun 
 

  
9:30— 9:45: Beach Ball Questionnaire Ice Breaker 
 This was played through tossing a beach ball labeled with numbers around a circle, the 
receiver would have to state their name and the number their right thumb landed on. Each 
number corresponded to a different question, the camper would then have to answer said 
question. The campers came up with some really interesting answers, some were very mature, 
while some were the complete opposite! 

Left: Beach Ball Questionnaire. Right: Campers going over PERCH. 
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9:45 — 10:00: Noah’s Ark Ice Breaker 
 The campers each received a card with 
an animal on it, as we printed the animals off in 
pairs, there would be two campers with the 
same animal. They would have to act out their 
animal in order to find their pair. 
 
10:00—10:15 Back to Back 
 The Wild Kidz all split up into pairs and 
sat back to back, they then tried to stand up and 
sit back down without using their hands. After-
wards, the campers tried the exercise again in 
groups of 4, and finally groups of 8. 
  

 
10:15 — 11:00: Four Corner Soccer 
 The leaders placed 4 soccer goals in the form of cones on the NTVIC field, the goals 
formed a square with a goal in each corner. The campers were then split into 4 teams, and 
they had to choose a goalie amongst themselves. The goalie would carry around 2 extra pin-
nies that represented lives, they would remove a pinnie when they are scored on. The last 
team standing would win. 

11:00 — 11:15: Snack Break 
 Thanks to four corner soccer, the 
kids worked up a sweat and an appetite! 
They sat down and had a quick bite, as 
well as to cool down. 
 
11:15 — 12:15: Activity rotations, bird 
box building, and owl pellet dissections 
 The group was split into two, and 
half of them dissected owl pellets, the 
other assembled bird boxes prepared by 
Mel Schmidt. The campers were hesitant 
to grab and touch the owl pellets at first, 

but upon discovering the interesting secrets they held, the kids were all for it. The bird boxes 
were great as well, the children were able to bring something they built themselves home. 
This was a great lesson in the benefits of hard work, as well as creativity.  
 
12:15 —1:00: Lunch Time 
The children took some time to eat lunch and to play around the playground 

Camper showing off the skull he found in his owl pellet 

Campers attempting Back to Back. 
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1:00 — 1:15: Travel to North Thompson Museum 
 
1:15 — 3:45: Tour of the North Thompson Museum 
 The children were brought on a tour of the museum by Serena Wittner, Fran Wagstaff, 
Jocelyn Shaw, and George Jalava. Serena took the children around the museum, and showed 
them the heritage and history of the North Thompson area. This included a vintage school 
house, a period correct general store (with all the goods one might find in one), and even 
steam powered farm machinery. The children also picked some rocks out of the garden to 
paint wildlife on! George took the group to the museums rear, and showed them traditional 
trapping methods! The trapping part of the tour were of course complete with demonstra-
tions; George had brought out some of his own traps, and even built one from scratch in the 
morning before the tour! The children were also taught how to tie small traps using trap wire, 
they enjoyed the experience very much. The museum even prepared some snacks for the chil-
dren, a big thanks to the North Thompson Museum for their hospitality!  
 
3:45 — 4:00 Travel back to NTVIC 
 
 
TUESDAY 
 
9:00 — 9:05: Waiting for everyone to arrive 
 
9:05 — 10:00: Travel to Wells Grey Provincial Park 
 The children boarded the bus and we drove for about an hour to Wells Grey. 
 
10:00 — 3:00: Tour of the Wells Grey Provincial Park 
 After a quick washroom break, we introduced the chil-
dren to some basic rules about hiking in provincial parks. The 
most important rules was to leave the berries on the trail 
alone! Our kids seemed to eat anything they could get their 
hands on; we emphasised that not only can that be danger-
ous, but in provincial parks it’s actually frowned upon! Other 
rules included not walking in front of our leader, and no run-
ning.  
 The first falls we traveled to was Spahat, the children 
lined up against the railing to get a better view of the raging 
falls. The cameras were in full effect as the leaders tried to get 
tasteful shots of the children in front of the falls. The kids 
were really excited as this was the first waterfall, it was hard 
to get them to leave! But Neil also led a quick nature walk on 
the trail that led from the parking lot. Afterwards, the kids got 
back onto the bus for the next falls. 
  

 

Campers walking out from behind 
the waterfall 
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 The second waterfall the kids went to was the Helmcken Falls, were another nature 
walk took place en-route to the waterfall viewing platform. The children listened intently as 
Neil explained how to tell if a squirrel had recently been on a trail. Neil explained that if you 
saw a pile of nut shells on the trail, it was most likely a squirrel who had themselves a nice 
meal. The Helmcken falls viewing platform was situated closer to the actual falls than the Spa-
hat viewing platform. The children took in all the sights, not just the majestic waterfall, but 
also the cliff formation as well. This was the perfect place for the campers to break out their 
lunches and rest their legs a little, because the main event was to come afterwards. 
 The last (and best) waterfall was right after lunch. The kids piled onto the bus once 
again, and strapped in for the ride to Moul Falls. The children filed out of the bus and lined up 
by the trail to the falls. We explained to them that this is the most spectacular waterfall here, 
but also the most dangerous. This was because the children were going to have the chance to 
cross behind the falls! But we stressed that they must do so in an orderly fashion to avoid any 
accidents. We hiked for a good half an hour to get to our destination, the children complained 
all the way, but were promptly struck by awe as we approached the falls. Not many people 
get to walk behind waterfalls, and most of the children said that this was the highlight of the 
week! 
 
3:00 — 4:00: Travel back to NTVIC 
 
 
WEDNESDAY 
  
9:00 — 9:10: Waiting for campers to arrive 
 
9:10 — 9:30: Blind Bird game and Simpcw gift painting 
 We played a game to get the kids going in the morning, a game called Blind Bird. The 
group would stand in a circle and one camper would stand in the middle. The camper in the 
middle would be blindfolded, they were the blind bird. A can of golf balls would be placed in 
front of the blind bird, acting as the bird’s eggs. The kids around the circle, would try and 

sneak up on the blind bird to steal his/her eggs. 
The blind bird would try and catch them in the act 
before the camper makes it off with their eggs. 
 As that was going on, the leaders would 
pick 4 or 5 campers to help paint a gift that would 
be presented to the Simpcw First Nation Band. 
Kasey had drawn the outline of a salmon on a can-
vas before hand, and had also drawn lines dividing 
up each part of the salmon. The campers took 
turns painting what the outdoors meant to them 
on each section of the salmon. 

Campers playing blind bird. 
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9:30 — 10:00: Travel to Dunn 
Creek Hatchery 
 The group boarded the 
bus and we drove to Chu Chua, 
where the Simpcw First Nation 
hatchery was. 
 
10:00 — 3:30: Tour of the Hatch-
ery 
 The group was greeted by 
friendly Simpcw youth coordina-
tors, who brought them into their 
pit house. The pit house was orig-
inally built as a winter home, so 
there was a big fire in the middle 
as the children sat around it. The 
fire was a stroke of luck as it was 
raining that day, and the children warmed themselves and dried their clothes by the fire. 
Marissa Eustache and Justin Prairie Chicken of the Simpcw Band told us traditional stories, and 
serenaded us with their beautiful songs. They had the children hooked onto their every word 
as we sat by the crackling fire, it had quite the ambience! 
 The children then left the cozy pit house and sat under a pagoda by the hatchery’s 
namesake, Dunn Creek. We met Tina Donald there, the manager of the hatchery, and she ex-
plained how the hatchery worked. The Simpcw Band had also prepared some snacks for the 
kids, a vegetable platter, some fruits, and cheese and crackers. So the campers quietly 
munched on their snack as they listened intently to Tina. Afterwards, we split the group into 
two. One group went on a tour of the hatchery with Tina, while the other group stayed with 
the Simpcw youth coordinators. The children were able to take a peek at the young salmon 
swimming around their tank, they were also presented with pelts of some rodents that the 
hatchery had trapped. Back at the pagoda, the youth coordinators explained one of the main 
philosophies of the First Nations. The Simpcw found usages for many of the plants around 
their home, and included examples of the medicinal uses that plants around the hatchery are 
capable of. 
 The children quickly had their lunch under the pagoda, and then it was straight to 
marching. Tina and the Simpcw youth coordinators took our campers on a hike to a nearby 
fossil bed. The children all picked a couple of rocks and fossils to paint back at the hatchery, 
the kids really enjoyed finding all the cool plant fossils imprinted onto rocks. The art skills were 
on full display as the kids started painting their rocks. As the end of the day drew close, Kasey 
presented the gift that the campers worked hard on in the morning to Tina Donald. We would 
again like to thank the Simpcw First Nation Band for their in depth tour and incredible hospi-
tality!  
 
3:30 — 4:00: Drive back to NTVIC 
 
 

Group photo at the hatchery. 
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THURSDAY 
 
9:00—9:10: Waiting for the campers to arrive 
 
9:10 — 9:30: Hungry Wolves 
 We played a game to get the kids going in the morning, a game called Hungry Wolves. 
The children were split into two groups, and with their backs towards the other group while 
they were on opposite sides of the field. Each person in each group was assigned a number 
from 1— 13, and the leaders placed a ball in the middle of the field. A leader stood at the side-
lines to call a number/numbers, when a number was called, the two campers whose number 
corresponds to the one called would race to grab the ball. The camper who gets it first would 
try and bring it back to their respective side, while the other camper would try to chase and 
tag the ball carrier. If tagged the game would reset, but if the ball carrier gets to their side, 
their team would score a point. The campers enjoyed this game a lot! Especially when the 
leader started calling out multiple numbers, then things got really exciting! 
 
9:30 — 10:15: Drive to Lake Latermouille 
 The kids boarded the bus once again to head out for our day out on the lake. 
 
10:15 — 10:30: Cougar safety talk and snack time 
 We were accompanied on Thursday by an extra volunteer (besides our usual 4), Brian 
Smith, who informed the children that we were in cougar territory. The children ate their 
snacks as they listened to Brian explain that unlike bears, cougars are more likely to attack you 
from behind. He also informed the campers that cougars will usually go straight for the neck 
when pouncing from behind, he therefore introduced our children to a way of carrying their 
backpacks so that it covers the back of their necks. All in all a very informative talk, useful too 
for future hiking trips! 
 

10:30 — 2:45: Rotations and Lunch 
 After the cougar safety talk, the 
kids were split into 3 groups. We had 3 
rotational activities planned for the chil-
dren that day. The first was fishing with 
Mel Schmidt, George Smith, and Robert 
Smith who had brought their own boats 
to take the children out on the lake with. 
The second group would be with Kasey 
and Doug, and they were going to paddle 
out onto Lake Latermouille on kayaks, and 
canoes. The final group would be con-
ducting a wetland dip for aquatic inverte-
brates with Neil. 
  Campers kayaking on Lake Latermouille 
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 The three activities worked out perfectly, especially the fishing groups. The campers 
caught over 40 fish that day, with each camper catching at least 1 fish! The best part was that 
they got to take the fruits of their labour home! The paddling went great as well, the children 
really enjoyed getting on the water through their own strength. Although some of the smaller 
children needed some tugs from Doug and Kasey to get them going throughout their paddling 
trip. Neil’s wetland dip opened a lot of campers’ eyes to just how full of life a wetland is. The 
campers loved getting up close and personal with all the insects and other invertebrates that 
the wetland held. Neil also held a camouflage activity where the campers would hide under 
their camo blankets in a bid to get closer to nature. Some of the campers were really success-
ful, with birds landing nearby and squirrels scurrying past. But some campers were too impa-
tient and fidgety, and they scared off any-
thing that came remotely near! 
 

2:45 — 3:15: Swimming 
 The kids had been asking all day if 
they could go swimming at the lake. 
Getting to the lake and doing all the activi-
ties did not stop them from asking either. 
So finally our leaders gave in and let them 
swim off of the dock. The kids promptly 
got changed and jumped in, they swam 
for a good half an hour and were disap-
pointed that they had to leave.  
 
3:15 — 4:00 Drive back to NTVIC 
 
 
FRIDAY 
 
9:00 — 9:15: Waiting for campers to arrive 
 
9:15 — 9:45: Travel to the NTFG Gun 
Range 
 The kids boarded the bus for the 
last time, and they rode it up a mountain 
road to get to the NTFG Gun Range. 
 
9:45 — 10:15: Safety Talk 
 This was obviously the first thing 
the campers needed to do, listen to the 
safety briefing. George McKnight (another 
member of the NTFG) talked to our children about proper gun range etiquette, as well as gun 
range safety. They were told about the firing line, and what “cease fire” meant.  

Our volunteers preparing for the range day. 

The campers finally got to swim 
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10:15 — 11:15: Black powder gun demonstration 
 Up next was a presentation given by Terry Noble 
(another member of the NTFG) on several black powder guns 
that he owns. Terry explained the difference between black 
powder guns and modern day guns, and also all the risks of 
firing one. He explained that if there was to be a misfire (the 
gun does not go off) you should not go and check what the 
problem is. Rather you should let it sit with the gun pointing 
down range, in case the gun decides to fire later on. Terry 
then showed our campers how to load his guns, he then pro-
ceeded to fire his black powder musket, and shotgun (much 
to the delight of the children).  
 
11:15 — 3:30: Range day rotations, lunch, and RCMP 
presentation 
 The children were once again split into three groups, 
the first group would be shooting .22s down range with George McKnight and Robert Wittner. 
The second group would be completing a scavenger hunt put together by Neil Fletcher, and 
the last group would be doing a GPS cache activity with Ken Harris (NTFG member). The chil-
dren were ecstatic about firing .22s, they have been looking forward to this the whole week. 
There were 2 stations, each with 2 .22 rifles to be shot. 4 campers shot at a time, and our lead-
ers even gave it a try! The scavenger hunt got the kids running around, Neil had made up a key 
of things to look for. The items included a feather, a four leaf clover, leafs that had been eaten 
by insects, and anything else he could find around the area. Each item brought back had a cer-
tain amount of points attributed to them. The children ran around frantically in their teams 
trying to find as many of them as they could to win the prize. One team actually found a 5 leaf 
clover! Finally the last group went on a excursion in the mountains with Ken Harris, who ar-
ranged some caches with goodies inside for the children to find. The campers were paired up, 
and each of them were given a GPS, the coordinates were then punched in and off they went. 
Everybody was given 2 goodies (stickers, pens, etc) to start off, as they reached the different 

caches, they could choose to exchange their goodies. The partici-
pants had a whale of time tracking down the caches! 
 In between the rotations, the kids had lunch. An RCMP 
corporal had made his way down to range to talk to the kids, and 
lunch time was perfect for him to talk to the kids. He set up his 
computer and projector, and addressed the campers as they 
were eating their lunch. Cpl. Darin Underhill had put together a 
presentation on drug abuse and rules around outdoor recrea-
tion. Darin made it clear that drugs were not a good idea, and 
even went through some responses the children could give to 
anyone offering them any. Darin also touched on how to enjoy 
the wilderness safely, such as not being intoxicated while 
hunting or fishing. He also emphasised that the wilderness was 
for us to share, so the campers had to be considerate of others. 

 
 
 

A camper takes aim 

Campers searching for the cache 
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3:30 — 6:00: T-shirt signing and barbecue 
 The camp had come to an end, the flew by as the week drew to a close. Our leaders 
handed out fabric markers for the campers to sign each others’ shirts, the campers gladly 
obliged. The campers ran around frantically trying to scribble their names and messages onto 
everyone’s t-shirt. Even our volunteers from NTFG got swept up by our campers enthusiasm 
and had the children sign their shirts as well! We had also planned a barbecue at the end of 
the camp for the parents and children to attend, and the parents had started to arrive. The 
grill had been set up, and the smell of burgers filled the air, the children were still scurrying to 
complete signature collections, but alas it was time to say goodbye. Mel Schmidt gave a mov-
ing speech about how these campers here are the next generation, and that this camp was 
important to their appreciation of the outdoors. The parents all nodded in agreement, as did 
our volunteers. Food was then served and one by one the campers said their farewells.  
 
  

The view from the base of Moul Falls 

A group of happy campers and leaders 
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Smithers, BC August 8th — August 12th 

 

LOCATION 
 The second Wild Kidz Camp of 2016 was held in Smithers, BC.  Smithers is located 
around the middle of BC, and is about a 4 hour drive away from Prince George. The city is situ-
ated at the base of the Hudson Bay Mountains, which made our drives into town incredibly 
scenic! Smithers is a little bigger than Barriere, with around 6000 people calling it home. 
 The base camp for the week was the Bulkley Valley Rod and Gun Club (BVRG). The 
president, Brian Atherton, had been gracious enough to close down their club and offer full 
usage of their grounds for free. Their facility included a rifle range, a trap shooting range, and 
a clubhouse. The Bulkley  Valley Rod and Gun Club was located 1 KM away from the Twin Falls 
nature trail, and it was surrounded by trees and a creek.   
 Day trips throughout the week were possible because of our driver for the week, Dave 
Berg, who had donated his time to ferry the campers around. Dave even stuck around most of 
the days to act as a helping hand, some days he brought his wife Beverly out as well! Our 
trucks were provided by Fred Wilson from Northwest Truck Rentals, who was incredibly help-
ful with our bookings. 
 

PARTICIPANTS  
 The Wild Kidz Camp in Smithers filled up quicker than the one in Barriere, it took about 
3 weeks for the camp to fill up. The demand was so great in Smithers that we could have run a 
second camp with amount of children that were on the waitlist! The campers were once again 
aged 9-12, and all had a hankering for the outdoors. Although the camp was held in Smithers, 
we had plenty of campers from the surrounding areas of the Bulkley Valley (such as Telkwa).   
 
 

 

 

 

 

Our campers and leaders on the last day 
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ITINERARY IN PRINCE GEORGE 
 The week–long camp ran from 9 AM to 4 PM between Monday, August 8th — August 
12th. All activities were carefully selected for the nature—related experiences they would 
offer to the campers. Guest speakers leading various activities were selected in an effort to 
represent a large spectrum of people who enjoy using and conserving nature. The children 
were also taken on trips throughout the week, they visited places like Tyhee Lake, the Tobog-
gan Creek Hatchery, and the Twin Falls scenic hiking trail. Our leaders this time were Kasey 
“Captain Caddisfly” Wong, Kayla “Dragonfly” Akins, and Taylor “Dogwood” Stefanik. 
 
The schedule of activities for the week was as follows: 
 
MONDAY 
 
8:45 – 9:10: Meet with Parents & Enroll Children in Camp 
 The rambunctious campers arrived at the Wild Kidz Camp promptly on Monday morn-
ing.  They couldn’t wait to pick up their camp t-shirts and meet their fellow campmates for the 
week! 
 
9:10 – 9:30: Camp Rules & Expectations 
 Once all the campers had signed in, the camp leaders explained the P.E.R.C.H. code of 
conduct to ensure a positive camp experience for one and all. 

Participation,  
Environmental manners,  

Respect,  
Cooperation, and  

Have fun   
 
9:30— 9:45: Beach Ball Question-
naire Ice Breaker 
 This was played through toss-
ing a beach ball labeled with num-
bers around a circle, the receiver 
would have to state their name and 
the number their right thumb landed 
on. Each number corresponded to a 
different question, the camper would 
then have to answer said question. 
The campers came up with some re-
ally interesting answers, some were 
very mature, while some were the 
complete opposite! 
 
  

The campers playing Beach Ball Questionnaire 
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9:45 — 10:00: Drive to Twin Falls 
 The campers loaded into our 
trucks and strapped in for the drive up to 
the Twin Falls hiking trail 
 
10:00 — 12:15: Twin Falls activity rota-
tions and lunch 
 The children all hiked up to a cou-
ple of picnic tables situated at the start of 
the trail. Taylor and Kasey took 8 campers 
at a time to hike up to the base of the 
falls, they engaged in talks about the sur-
rounding plants along the trail. The camp-
ers were taught about the prickly Devil’s 
Club, and why to stay away from it. But 
they were also taught about its potential 
medicinal uses, and how even plants have 
natural defense mechanisms they more than likely have beneficial uses. 
 As the our hikers proceeded with their hike, Dave and Kayla stayed with the rest of the 
group. The leaders had prepared a scavenger hunt ahead of time, and they were passed out to 
the children. The campers scurried around the picnic area trying to find everything on the list, 
they were also given cameras to capture (hopefully) how much fun they were having. The 
campers then all had lunch at the picnic area, and jumped back onto the trucks for the ride 
back. 
 
12:15 — 12:30: Drive back to BVRG 
 
12:30 — 1:45: Park ranger presentation 
 Back at the club, park rangers Emily and Chris 
were setting up for their presentation. Emily and Chris 
were park rangers that worked in the Babine area, they 
were kind enough to take time off of their busy sched-
ule to talk to the children. The campers all filed into the 
clubhouse and sat down at the tables as Emily and 
Chris started their talk. They started with talking about 
their duties as park rangers, explaining to the children 
about keeping tabs on park users and park wildlife. They then went in depth about wilderness 
preparedness, even bringing an example backpack filled with the things they talked about 
bringing. Next they moved on to bears, and how to distinguish different bears. They also in-
formed the children about bear safety, and what to do when confronted by one. The park 
rangers then laid out some pelts and skulls for the children to examine, the campers would try 
and match the pelts and skulls to the animal picture on the projector Emily and Chris then 
pulled out a box full of goodies for our campers, it included tattoos, and stickers among other 
things. 
 
 
 

Campers at the base of Twin Falls 

Camper investigating a skull 
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1:45 — 2:30: Four corner soccer 
 The leaders placed 4 soccer goals in the form of cones on the BVRG field, the goals 
formed a square with a goal in each corner. 
The campers were then split into 4 teams, 
and they had to choose a goalie amongst 
themselves. The goalie would carry around 
2 extra pinnies that represented lives, they 
would remove a pinnie when they are 
scored on. The last team standing would 
win. 
 
 
2:30 — 4:00: Bird box building 
 The kids then went back into the 
clubhouse and proceeded to fill the air with 
sawdust as they sanded down their bird 
box pieces. The bird boxes were all cut up, 
packed up, and even had holes drilled in for where the nails were supposed to go. They were 
provided by Donald Thomson out of Abbotsford. The children then broke out the hammers 
and went to town on their nails, any instruction had to be yelled out as it was a symphony of 
hammering in the clubhouse. Upon assembling their bird boxes, the campers all found a space 
in the room and started painting them. The end result was usually more paint on the campers 
themselves than on the bird boxes, but the kids enjoyed building them nonetheless. 
 
 
TUESDAY 
 
9:00 — 9:15 Waiting for the campers to arrive 
 
9:15 — 9:45: Capture the flag 
 This was a favourite throughout the week; the campers were divided up into two 
teams, then they were sent to either side of the field. They were given 2 flags to hide, and 
were sent to find the opposing teams’ flags. The children loved running around and tagging 
their opponents! 
 
9:45 — 10:30: Finish painting their bird boxes 
 The campers then went into the clubhouse to finish painting their bird boxes, as most 
of them did not have time to perfect their masterpieces the day before.  
 
10:30 — 11:00: Drive to Toboggan Creek Hatchery 
 The camp then got into the trucks and headed for the hatchery 

Campers assembling their bird box 



 

 17 

11:00 — 12:30: Hatchery tour and lunch 
 Terri from the hatchery greeted us and gave the campers some ground rules as we had 
a quick snack. Terri then went over where they got their fish from, and how they keep lurking 
predators out of their creek. Afterwards, the campers walked over to the hatchery’s tanks and 
watched as Terri fed all the fishes. The kids were really entertained by the fishes that jumped 
up to grab their food. The tour continued as Terri went over the daily operations of the hatch-
ery, and why only Terri was the only person allowed to feed the fishes (the fishes were used to 
her bacteria). The children then had lunch on the hatchery’s patio before they left. Thanks to 

Toboggan Creek Hatchery for being so accom-
modating! 
 
12:30 — 1:00: Travel to Lake Kathlyn 
 The camp then drove to Lake Kathlyn 
and met with Kerry Kilpatrick and Steve Hidber 
from Oscar’s Source for Adventure.  
 
1:00 — 3:00: Rotational activities at Lake 
Kathlyn 
 We set up a tent and tables for Kerry as 
she prepared to teach the children how to tie 
flies. As she could only teach 6 campers at a 
time, we had prepared some other activities 
for the rest of the children. Steve taught the 

children how to cast properly, then they fished off of the shore. Some enthusiastic campers 
even got to fish off of a canoe piloted by 
Steve and Taylor. The fish didn’t seem to be 
biting that day, but one lucky camper caught 
a small trout off of the canoe. The last group 
went with Kayla to do an activity that was 
designed (by Kayla herself) to teach children 
how to use dichotomous keys. The campers 
utilized this activity to try and identify differ-
ent plants around Lake Kathlyn. Thanks to 
Kerry and Steve for stopping by! 
 
3:00 — 3:45: Water fight 
 The campers had been clamouring 
for a water fight, as it had been hot the day 
before. So the leaders broke out the spong-
es and water guns, and let the campers loose. Needless to say most everybody ended up 
soaked by the end of the day! 
 
3:45 — 4:00 Travel back to BVRG 

Campers participating in the dichotomous key activity. 

Campers peeking into the fish tank.  
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WEDNESDAY 
 
9:00 — 9:10 Waiting for the campers to arrive 
 
9:10 — 9:45: Manhunt 
 This was also a camp favourite by the end of the 
week, the campers first had to select amongst them-
selves two kids would be “it”. The remaining campers 
would all get a pinnie to put in their pockets, but they 
had to leave them hanging out! The campers would all 
scatter, and those who are “it” would run around trying 
to grab the pinnies off of the other campers. Anyone 
who lost their pinnie would become “it” as well, and the 
last person standing would be the winner. 
 
9:45 — 10:00 Travel to the Smithers Fire Hall 
 After Manhunt, the kids boarded the trucks to 
head over to the Fire Hall.  
 
10:00 — 11:00: Smithers Fire Hall tour 
 The camp was greeted at the hall by Keith Stecko, the resident fire chief, and they filed 
into the fire hall. The Smithers fire department is entirely made up of volunteers, save two 
people, Keith was one of those two. He brought the children through the quarters and went 
through some fire safety basics. He even gave the campers some homework! The campers had 

to go home and review their fire 
escape route with their families, 
and to check and see if they had a 
smoke detector in their room. 
Then it was into the garage, where 
(much to the delight of the camp-
ers) a fleet of fire trucks were 
parked. Keith went through each 
of them, and their uses. Finally 
Keith reached the mobile com-
mand centre truck, and even let 
the campers in to see for them-
selves what the inside looked like. 
At the very end, Keith gave the 
kids a box of fire safety related 
goodies to take home! Thanks to 
the Smithers Fire Hall for their 

awesome tour and goodies! 
 

Campers listening to Keith’s presentation 

Campers inside the mobile command centre 
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11:00 — 11:30: Travel to Tyhee Lake 
 The campers thanked Keith and jumped 
into the trucks to travel to Tyhee Lake 
 
11:30 — 1:00: Lunch and swimming 
 The campers had worked up an appetite 
during the tour, so we had an earlier lunch. After-
wards the campers (much like the Barriere camp) 
started bugging the leaders about swimming. The 
leaders finally gave in, so the campers all got 
changed and jumped into the lake! They had a 
great time swimming, splashing water, and even 

burying a camper in sand! 
 
1:00 — 4:00 Raven Rescue lesson 
 The campers were rounded up and sent to the second beach as Ron and Joanne Morri-
son from Raven Rescue were here to teach the campers about water safety, and paddling ba-
sics. As the campers were fitted with PFDs and were briefed about the afternoon`s rules, our 
leaders were busy inflating the inflatable kayaks! Then it came time for the campers to jump 
into the water, as Ron and Joanne taught them how to get into the recovery position in the 
lake. The children then par-
ticipated in a relay race in 
groups of 5; each camper 
would have to row out to 
where Ron was on the lake, 
jump out of their kayak, 
climb back in, and paddle 
back to shore to tag the 
next person up. We had 
some campers that had to 
swim their kayak back be-
cause they couldn`t climb 
back in! Our instructors 
from Raven Rescue then 
took the campers out fur-
ther on the lake for a pad-
dling trip to round out the 
lesson. The day ended with 
Ron and Joanne handing 
out whistles for the kids to 
put onto their own PFDs. The campers were picked up at Tyhee Lake that day. 
 
 

The campers on their kayaking expedition. 

The burying of one camper. 
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THURSDAY 
 
9:00 — 9:15: Waiting for the campers to arrive 
 
9:15 — 9:35: Three legged potato sack race 
 Thursday morning started off with a ele-
mentary school sports day staple, but with a twist. 
The camp was split into 2 (boys vs girls) and each 
camper was paired up. Each pair received a potato 
sack, and they were to each put one foot in. The 
leaders had put together a course with cones in 
the ahead of time, and instructed that the campers 
had to navigate around it to make it to the end. Once the pair finishes, they have to run back 
to their team and send the next pair off. 
 
9:35 — 10:00: Migratory bird game 

 The next game was designed to teach children about the im-
portance of wetlands to migratory birds. BC wetlands are home to 
over 140 different species of birds, therefore getting the children to 
understand the importance of keeping these wetlands healthy is tan-
tamount to the survival of those birds. Kayla made a quick list of 
things that can help or harm the health of a wetland with the kdis be-
fore the game started, and the leaders placed circles made of flagging 
tape around the field. The circles represented different wetlands, the 
campers were each a bird. There would be music playing in the back-
ground, and as the music plays, the kids must run around. When the 
music stops however, they must run and stand inside a wetland. The 
wetlands can only hold 3 birds at a time, giving this game a musical 
chairs vibe. After every round, a new modifier would be announced, it 

could harm wetlands (the leaders would take away a circle), or it could be beneficial to wet-
lands (leaders will add additional circles). Any bird outside the circles when the music stops 
would die, hopefully this activity showed the campers how vital wetlands are to birds. 
 
10:00 — 10:30: Travel to Tyhee 
 The campers hopped onto our trucks to head to Tyhee Lake for one more day. 
 
10:30 — 12:30 Frisbee, painting, and lunch 
 The campers were given two choices upon arriving at the lake, they could either play 
Ultimate Frisbee with Taylor and Kasey, or they could paint with Kayla. Naturally the boys 
gravitated towards Ultimate Frisbree, while the girls stuck with painting.  
 Out on the field, the boys learned the rules to Ultimate Frisbree, and started playing. It 
was a little slow and confusing at first, but then they started to understand the rules and really 
got going. Back with Kayla, the girls were tasked with painting their ideal wetland. They broke 
out the watercolours and let the creativity flow.  
 

Campers racing in their potato sacks. 

Camper and her painting 
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12:30 — 3:00: Wetland Dip and Pad-
dling 
 The campers were split into two 
groups again; and one group wen to do 
a wetland dip with Kayla and Dave, 
while the other group went to do some 
more paddling with Kasey and Taylor. 
The wetland dip was done to show the 
campers how diverse life is within a 
wetland. The campers discovered all the 
invertebrates and small fishes that lived 
in the wetland by Tyhee Lake, not to 
mention all the plants that depend on 
that wetland being healthy. Each camp-
er grabbed a sandwich container, 
spoon, and net. Then they each grabbed some water from the lake, and proceeded to scoop 
up some invertebrates with their nets. The campers found a spot on the trail the wetland was 
located, and began to investigate what they`ve scooped up. 
 Back at the beach, Kasey and Taylor had fitted the campers in PFDs, and grabbed them 
all kayaks and paddles. The campers jumped into their respective watercrafts, and the leaders 
followed suit. They paddled out further with the campers this time, as they all had training 
with Raven Rescue the day before. It was a beautiful day out, and the serene surroundings of 
Tyhee Lake added to the wonderful experience.  
 
3:00 — 3:30 Swimming 
 It wasn`t long into the day before the campers again started asking about going for a 
swim. This time the leaders were prepared, and they had set aside some time for the kids to 
go for a dip.  
 
3:30 — 4:00 Travel back to BVRG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An excited camper on her kayak.  

The view our leaders had on Thursday. 
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FRIDAY 
 
9:00 — 9:15 Waiting for the campers to arrive 
 
9:15 — 9:30 Potato sack race 
 Today it was the regular version of the potato sack race, the group was split into 4 
groups  and each group was given a sack. They had to race to a preset finish line, and run back 
to hand off their potato sack to the next person.  
 
9:30 — 10:00: Safety Talk 
 Friday was range day, and the firing portion of it was planned out by Lance Win-
terhalder (member of the BVRG). Therefore, Lance was there in the morning to brief the chil-
dren on all the rules. The children sat and listened intently as Lance went over all the expecta-
tions he had for the kids, and what would happen if the kids did not meet those expectations.  
 
10:00 — 12:30: Shooting and archery 
 After the safety talk, the group was split in two. One group stayed with Lance, while 
the second group headed into the clubhouse, where Jon Goalder (from the Bulkley Valley 
Bowmen) was waiting. Jon headed the archery instruction inside the indoor archery range 
(clubhouse), and had set up 5 different quivers, each with a bow. Within their group they were 
split up again into pairs, and each pair had their own bow and quiver. They practiced shooting 
at the foam targets, and some campers loved it so much, they asked their parents for a bow 
for their next birthday! 
 Down at the firing range, Lance had whipped out the .22s and set them all down on a 
mat. The kids all paired up with a “firing buddy”, and loaded their ammo blocks. They each laid 

down on the mat 
and grabbed a rifle, 
then proceeded to 
fire at the targets 
down range. Some 
took to it quickly, 
hitting the reactive 
targets early, while 
others took some 
time to adjust.  

12:30 — 1:00: Lunch 
 The kids had so much fun they forgot to eat lunch earlier, so they hastily grabbed some 
food afterwards. 
 
1:00 — 2:30: Capture the flag and conservation officer presentation 
 After lunch the campers stayed in their earlier groups, and the first group went for a 
spot of capture the flag. Once again the campers were given flags to hide in the field. The sec-
ond group met up with Flint Knibbs, a conservation officer and one of our campers’ dad. He 
briefly went over what his job entailed, and showed the campers his truck.  

Lance watching over the shooters 
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But because the park rangers we had as guests earlier in the week had touched on a lot of the 
things Flint was planning to talk about, he switched it up a bit. Flint had brought with him a 
bear pelt, which he laid out on the ground. He laid out a backpack, a couple knives and some 
bullet shells on the field. This effectively created a crime scene, one where a bear was illegally 
killed and skinned. The campers were tasked with investigating the scene, starting with a pre-
liminary sketch. Then they walk up closer to examine each object discarded at the scene, they 
took notes and made some theories about what 
could've happened. Flint walked to his truck and 
pulled out a metal detector, turns out he hid some 
bullet casings under the pelt. He used this as an op-
portunity to teach the kids how to use the metal de-
tector properly. The campers each used the metal 
detector to try and pin-point where the shells were. 
All in all a very interesting twist to a CO presentation! 
 
2:00 — 3:00 Clean up! 
 The campers had inevitably made a mess dur-
ing their week at the BVRG clubhouse. It would have 
taken the 3 leaders much longer to clean up, but it 
would be so much easier if everyone pitched in. So 
Lance did his best sergeant impression, and ordered 
the campers to clean up after their messes. It was 
quite the sight seeing all the campers with garbage bags, picking up the litter they left behind. 
Some were carrying balls and putting them away, while others wiped down paint stains left 
from their artistic bursts. 
 
3:00 — 6:00: Shirt signing, barbecue, 
and good-byes! 
 The end of the week crept up 
on us while we were busy having fun! 
The kids all grabbed fabric markers 
and got to work leaving their mark on 
each others’ t-shirts. The parents 
slowly started coming in and Lance 
manned the grill. Nicole Winterhalder 
(member of the BVRG) had been pre-
paring all the food for the barbecue 
as the day went on, and Lance made 
sure that everyone had food on their 
plates. Then it was inevitably time to 
say goodbye, the children each reluc-
tantly came up and said their farewells. One by one they drove off with their parents, until it 
was just the leaders left. 

A camper learns to use the metal detector 

The parents and campers grabbing food from the clubhouse 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 
 
  Through the word of mouth, both camps filled up with ease and waitlists began 
to grow immediately after the camps filled up. We had sent posters and flyers to nearby ele-
mentary schools, and recreation centres. But most our advertising was done through word of 
mouth; the towns were so small that once one parent found out about our camp, they told all 
the parents they knew. Though we did have last minute cancellations from both groups we 
had a waitlist available to fill any openings and still had people waiting. The camps had an 
amazing the response! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We would like to thank our Presenters and Supporters:  
 
North Thompson Fish and Game Club: Mel Scmidt, George Smith, Robert Smither, George 
McKnight, Robert Wittner, Robert Strachan, George Jalava, Terry Noble, Darin Underhill, Ken 
Harris, Brian Smith 
North Thompson Museum: Serena Wittner, Bailea Wittner, Shirley Wittner, Jocelyn Shaw, Fran 
Wagstaff 
Simpcw First Nation and Dunn Creek Hatchery: Tina Donald, Justin Prarie Chicken, Marissa 
Eustache 
North Thompson Pentecostal Christian Life Assembly 
Toboggan Creek Hatchery 
Bulkley Valley Rod and Gun Club: Brian Atherton, Lance Winterhalder, Nicole Winterhalder 
Oscar’s Source for Adventure: Kerry Kilpatrick, Steve Hidberg 
Raven Rescue: Ron Morrison, Joanne Morrison 
Smithers Fire Hall: Keith Stecko 
Babine Area Park Rangers 
Conservation Officer Flint Knibbs 
Bulkley Valley Bowmen: Jon Goalder 

Excited campers line up to shoot 
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FUNDERS 
 The Wild Kidz Camp in Barriere and Smithers, BC could not have taken place without 
the generous financial support provided by the British Columbia Conservation Foundation, 
The Barnet Rifle Club, The Government of British Columbia, and HRSDC Canada. 
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