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This report is dedicated to the late Rick Mayor of Dawson 
Creek: president of the Dawson Creek Sportsman’s Club 
and Vice President of the BC Wildlife Federation. Rick left 

behind a legacy of leadership and community service 
through the Club and Federation activities, including the an-
nual club clay bird shoot fundraiser for the Dawson Creek 

hospital foundation, the annual Gun and Sportsmen`s Show, 
and numerous other undertakings in and out of the fish and 

game community.  His tremendous contribution to the BCWF 
was commemorated on the back of the Wild Kidz Camp t-

shirts with a quote of his: “Be seen doing good things.” In-
deed, as the weeks unfolded there was no doubt that the 

youth at the Wild Kidz Camps were doing just that.   
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ABOUT THE BC WILDLIFE FEDERATION  
 
 The BC Wildlife Federation (BCWF) is the oldest and largest conservation organization 
in British Columbia.  It is a province-wide voluntary conservation organization of hunters, an-
glers and recreational shooters that represent the numerous British Columbians who aim to 
protect, enhance and promote the sustainable use of the environment for the benefit of present 
and future generations. 
 BCWF’s Wetlands Education Program was created in 1996 to deliver quality wetland 
education that builds the capacity of individuals and groups to assess their wetland assets, 
while using this new knowledge to increase ecosystem and community health.  BCWF prides 
itself on community based wetland education programs that increase the capacity of individu-
als to steward wetlands in their own backyards! 

 
HISTORY AND PURPOSE OF THE WILD KIDZ CAMP 

 
 The Wild Kidz Camp was created in 2008 to celebrate the centenary of Roderick Haig-
Brown (1908 – 1976), a conservationist and naturalist who devoted much of his life to the con-
servation and protection of British Columbia’s wildlife and wild spaces.  Mr. Roderick Haig-
Brown was an advisor to the BC Wildlife Federation and we, in British Columbia, owe a great 
deal of what we enjoy today to the Haig-Brown family. 
 The Wild Kidz Camp is a program unlike any other in BC; it strives to educate children 
about the importance of nature through fun, educational hands-on outdoor recreation. It also 
promotes being active and getting outdoors, something hugely beneficial in an age where chil-
dren are spending increasingly more time indoors1, and where National Park attendance has 
dropped by approximately 22% between 1995 and 20102. The camp format is grounded on the 
concept that children learn best with their ears, eyes and hands, and all these learning method 
are targeted with activities such as wildlife tracking activities, visits to parks, meeting with con-
servationists, outdoor classrooms on amphibian and wildlife ecology, fishing lessons, and 
more.  Each year, the Wild Kidz Camp is held in different communities partnered with various 
BCWF-member clubs. 
 The 2008 camps were partnered with BC Conservation Foundation (BCCF), and suc-
cessfully took place in Chilliwack and Kamloops.  The 2009 camps were partnered with BCCF 
and the Delta Rotary Club, which were a huge success in Nanaimo and Inner City Vancouver.  
The 2010 camp was partnered with BCCF and took place in Vanderhoof.  The 2011 camps 
were partnered with BCCF, BC Hydro, and the Barnet Rifle Club and occurred in Chase and 
Lillooet.  The 2012 camps were sponsored by the BCCF, HuntingBC.ca, and the Government 
of BC and took place in Barriere and Oliver.  The 2013 camps were partnered with BCCF, 
HuntingBC.ca, Deluxe Wall Tents, The Barnet Rifle Club, the Government of British Columbia, 
and the Block Family.  This year, the camps were sponsored by BCCF, the Barnet Rifle Club, 
the Government of British Columbia, and the Government of Canada, and were carried out in 
partnership with the Dawson Creek Sportsman’s Club, and the Peachland Sportsmen’s Associ-
ation. This report serves to outline the two 2014 Wild Kidz Camps. 

 

 

1. Video game, television and the internet use in Canada and US is alarming high and has been linked to poor mental and physical development of children.  See: Active Healthy 
Kids Canada 2008.  “It’s time to unplug our kids: Canada’s Report Card on Physical Activity for Children and Youth” 76 p. Online: http://www.screensmart.ca/assets/docs/
unplug_our_kids.pdf  Also see: Kaiser Family Foundation 2010.  “Daily media use among children and teens up dramatically from five years ago.” News Release. Online: http//
www.kff.org/entmedia/entmedia012010nr.cfm  
2. http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/rehabilitating-our-national-parks/article1626983/ 
  

http://www.screensmart.ca/assets/docs/unplug_our_kids.pdf
http://www.screensmart.ca/assets/docs/unplug_our_kids.pdf
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Dawson Creek, BC : July 14
th

-18
th

 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
The first 2014 Wild Kidz Camp was held in the town of Dawson Creek, which is situat-
ed near the BC-Alberta border on the west side of the Peace River, a 15-hour drive 
northeast from the Lower Mainland.  
 
Base camp for the week was the Dawson Creek Sportsman’s Clubhouse; a beautiful 
property 2-0 minutes east of town that had multiple shooting ranges for trap, skeet, and 
archery, as well as an indoor clubhouse area. The Dawson Creek Sportsman’s Club 
(DCSC) played an instrumental role in the execution of the Dawson Creek Wild Kidz 
Camp, having provided a venue for the camp, snacks, and amazing volunteers for the 
entire week.  
 
   

PARTICIPANTS 
 
 Within four days of the registration opening, the camp reached its full capacity of 
25 participants, with an equally large wait-list. The campers were aged 9-12 years. All 
participants and their families were incredibly excited for the Kidz Camp, as there is no 
camp like it offered in the Peace. Participants varied in experience with nature and out-
door recreation; some were well-practiced young hunters, anglers, and naturalists hav-
ing inherited such practices from their parents, while others had never before been ex-
posed to these types of activities.  
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ITINERARY IN DAWSON CREEK 
 
 The week–long day camp ran from 9 AM to 4 PM between Monday, July 14

th
 

and Friday, July 18
th
.  The aim was to select a variety of activities that would expose 

the campers to various local flora and fauna, and more importantly, how to live safely 
and mindfully in the land as environmental stewards. Activities for the week included 
presentations from local ecologists and wildlife biologists, an invasive plant pull, fishing 
and shooting, a trapping presentation, and supplementary ecological activities led by 
the BCWF Wetlands team.   
 
The schedule of activities for the week proceeded as the following: 
 

MONDAY 
 
8:45–9:00— Meet with Parents and Enroll Children in Camp 
Parents and children arrived, signed in, and received their special Wild Kidz Camp t-
shirt. Everyone was eager to begin  
 
9:00 –9:15—Camp Rules & Expectations 
After initial introductions, the Wild Kidz Camp leaders discussed the PERCH code of 
conduct with campers to ensure a fun and safe week for everyone: 
 

 Participation 

 Environmental manners 

 Respect 

 Cooperation 

 Have fun 

 
 

9:15-10:00— Icebreaker Games 
The camp leaders led several games to kick off the week and allow the leaders and 
campers to familiarize themselves with each other. 

Animal charades: a beaver 
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Animal Charades 
This game intended to familiarize the children with one another and to encourage crea-
tive teamwork.  The kids were split up into 5 groups and they each had to select an an-
imal to act out.  Each group had to collectively work together and portray an animal by 
becoming its different body parts.  The greatest challenge of the activity was to coordi-
nate the group to move together as one so the other groups could guess what animal 
they were. 
 
Flocks 
The intent of this game was to get the energy levels going, and make the campers 
more comfortable with each other. The entire group was instructed to walk around 
slowly, mimicking birds in flight. After a short time lapse, the leader would call out: 
“form a flock of (number)!” Players had to  form groups of said number, and any outli-
ers would be eliminated. The game continued until all but two players were eliminated: 
these two were the winners. 
 
Oh Deer 
This energetic game served to educate about the relationship between animal popula-
tions and resources. Two lines of campers were formed, facing one another. One line 

consisted of “deer”, and the other 
group was the deers’ needs, namely 
food, water, and shelter. The whole 
group was taught hand gestures to 
represent each need: hands over the 
head signalled shelter, hands on the 
belly signalled food, and a tongue 
sticking out signalled water. Both lines 
then faced outwards and were given 5 
seconds to decide which gesture to 
show; the deer had to decide which 
resource they were looking for, and 
the players on the resource side had 
to pick which resource to be. The 
leader then counted down from three, 
and the two lines had to turn around 

and display their gestures. The deer had to search for a player in the opposite line dis-
playing the need they were looking for. They then needed to run to the other line, take 
their “resource” by the hand, and bring them back to the deer line, signifying that they 
were able to meet their needs and reproduce. If, however, the deer were unable to find 
the resource they were looking for, they had to join the resource line, signifying that 
they had died off. After each round, we paused to discuss the shifting numbers in pop-
ulations. 
 
10:00-10:15— Receiving Nature Binders (See appendix C for sample) 
Each camper received their own Wild Kidz Camp nature binder, which contained useful 
information and fun activities as a take-home package. Campers were reminded to 
bring their binders to each day of camp, as some of the week’s activities would involve 
writing in them.  

 
 

Playing a game of “Oh deer” 
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10:00-12:00 Wildlife Activity Rotations  
The group was divided into three groups that rotated between activities led by the 
BCWF Wetlands Program camp leaders: 
 
Skulls and Furs 
Camp leader “Coastal Crow” (Jason Jobin) showed and discussed a collection of 
mammal skulls and furs while campers took notes in their nature binders. Crow de-
scribed reasons for the physiology behind each skull, as well as special adaptations 
that each animal has. The session was run in front of one of the DCSC’s beaver 
ponds.  
 
Forestry 
Camp leader “Marsh Hawk” (Neil Fletcher) took the campers on a trail walk around the 
Sportsman’s Club property. They had the opportunity to examine and discuss some of 
the local species of plants and trees.  

 
Amphibians 
Camp leader “Orca” (Keila Stark) taught campers 
about some special adaptations of amphibians, as 
well as the four species of amphibian found in the 
Dawson Creek area.  She then brought them on a 
quick pond dip, with hopes of finding some tadpoles 
and possibly even adult frogs.  

 
 
 
12:30-1:30—Wilderness Survival  
Sportsman’s Club volunteer “Elk” (Andy Waddell) 
showed a video and taught the campers some basic wilderness survival skills. Some 
topics covered included signs of hypothermia and ways to prevent it, survival kit es-
sential items, and he even demonstrated (on one of the campers) how to splint a leg.  
 
 
1:45-4:00— Activity Rotations 
The group was divided into two again, and ran through two more rotations of activities; 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Orca  talks about amphibians in the 
Peace 

Elk’s wilderness survival presentation 
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Compass Activity 
Session was led by Marsh Hawk (Neil Fletcher). Campers learned about cardinal direc-
tions with an interactive story, then had to navigate a large triangle to and from a 
marked location using rotary tape and a compass. 
 
Ecology Games 
Session led by Orca (Keila Stark). Campers were 
led through several wildlife-related games: 
 
Stalking– one player acted as the “prey”, and sat in 
the middle of the circle blindfolded with a nest 
(coffee tin) full of eggs (golf balls). When pointed to 
silently, the surrounding players would attempt to 
creep up on the prey and steal the eggs. They were 
eliminated if the blindfolded prey pointed in their di-
rection or tagged their legs.  
 
Frog Lunchtime– a rendition of “Wink Murderer”. For each round, one player volun-
teered to be the “amphibian biologist”. All players closed their eyes while Orca selected 
one mystery player to be the frog, while all other players acted as flies. The frog had to 
walk amidst the flies and try to stealthily “eat” them by sticking her tongue out at them. 
Upon being “eaten” by the frog, the other players were required to assume a “dead fly” 
pose. The amphibian biologist’s task was to deduce which player was the frog.  
 
Hatching– This game was a particular favourite of the campers. One player was desig-
nated the “Mama bird” for each round. All other players were “eggs”, and had to lay on 
the ground facing upwards. The “eggs” could not smile and laugh, and if they Mama 
Bird succeeded in making them laugh, they were considered “hatched” and had to 
stand up and join her in hatching the others. The last egg to remain lying down with a 
straight face won the round.  
 
4:00-5:00– Sportsman’s Club Meet and Greet BBQ 
 
At the end of the first day of camp, Elk and the DCSC graciously offered to host a BBQ 
to give the parents an opportunity to meet with club members, BCWF staff, and other 
parents while touring the club property. All food was provided by the Sportsman’s Club. 
 

TUESDAY 
 
9:00-9:45– Travel to McQueen’s Slough 
The majority of the campers were transported by a 20-passenger bus provided and 
driven by the Dawson Creek Step Up ‘N’ Ride Society, while the leftover campers trav-
elled in the BCWF and DCSC volunteer trucks. McQueen’s Slough is a wetland just 
across the highway from the Sportsman’s Club, and is managed by Ducks Unlimited 
and the Nature Trust of BC.  
 
9:45-11:00– Activity rotations with Ducks Unlimited 
The camp was divided into two groups, rotating between bird feeder building and net-
dipping for invertebrates. 
 
 

Two friends getting their compass 
bearings 
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Invertebrate dip 
With nets and a water display table provided by Ducks Unlimited, Coastal Crow (Jason 
Jobin) led a dipping activity. After learning about some species of wetland inverte-
brates, the kids perched themselves along the shore of the marsh and over a wooden 
walkway with their long nets to dip for critters, then returned to the table to show off 
their catch.  
 
Bird box building 
With pre-cut wood and direction graciously 
provided by volunteers Wayne Janowski, 
Darryl Kroeker, Alisia Currie, and Kyle 
Doucettefrom Ducks Unlimited, campers got 
the opportunity to construct their own wooden 
bird feeders to take home.  
 
11:00-12:00– Bird watching in the slough 
with local birder 
After the activity rotations, the campers met 
with Mark Phinney, a local bird biologist work-
ing for Encana. Having provided the campers with binoculars, he took the group on a 
walk along the boardwalk surrounding the slough and gave a talk about local bird be-
haviours and adaptations.  

 
12:00-1:00– Break for lunch and travel back to clubhouse 
 
1:00-3:00– Trapping and shotgun rotations 
The group was divided into two and rotated between a presentation on wildlife trap-
ping, and trap and skeet shooting. 
Trapping presentation– Local trapper and BCWF Director Carl Gitscheff (“Trapper”) 
treated the campers to a fascinating collection of traps and animal furs and bodies. 
The kids learned about different trapping methods, safety and regulations, and the 
overall value of trapping. The kids particularly enjoyed being able to handle whole ani-
mals such as a beaver, muskrat, and squirrel.  

 
 
 
 

Left: Campers inspecting their critter catch  
Right: Wild Kidz campers and Ducks Unlimited with the finished bird feeders 

Watching for birds and waterfowl at 
McQueen’s Slough 
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Left: Carl Gitscheff explaining the significance of trapping.  
Right: Showing off pelts and other catches with “Trapper” 

 
Trap and skeet shooting with club members 
Arguably one of the most memorable activities from camp, participants had the oppor-
tunity to fire 20-gauge shotguns in the DCSC’s trap and skeet ranges. Assisted by Elk 
and Ruedi from the Sportsman’s Club, the campers had the opportunity to fire at mov-
ing clay “pigeons”; it was certainly one of the more challenging shooting activities of-
fered. Many campers stepped up to the challenge regardless, and some even suc-
cessfully shattered the pigeons! For many it was a first experience firing a shotgun. 
Campers were allowed to take home a clay pigeon and some ammo hulls as a souve-
nir from their experience. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3:00-4:00— Bird feeder painting 
Campers were provided with acrylic paints, spong-
es, and brushes to paint the bird feeders they had 
built earlier that day. Some chose to replicate the 
bark patterns of local tree species for birds wishing 
to nest or feed in a more camouflaged feeder, while 
others chose more flamboyant colour schemes.  

Above:  Two friends displaying their carefully painted “camo” bird feeders 

Left: DCSC Vice President Ruedi Bachmann coaches a camper’s aiming technique. Right: Posing with 
clay pigeon souvenirs with DCSC’s Andy (“Elk”), and Ruedi after some trap and skeet shooting 
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WEDNESDAY 
 
9:00-9:45— Field Games– Dragonfly Dodgeball 
Materials for this game included a rope, and two 
balls. The players stood outside of the rope in a 
circle, while two players  were sent to the middle. 
The object was for the surrounding players to tag 
the “tail” of the dragonfly (one of the middle play-
ers), while the head defended it. Once tagged, the 
head became the tail, and the tail returned to the 
circle. 
 
9:45-11:30— Invasive plant presentation with the Peace River Regional District  

 
The group met with Invasive Plant Council Manag-
er Kari Bondaroff at the PRRD office, whereupon 
she led us to a sparse, unnamed gravel pit teem-
ing with  invasive plant species. There, she first led 
the campers through an interactive story-telling ac-
tivity explaining biodiversity. Her activity served as 
a nice segue into a discussion on the dangers of 
invasive species, and how we as ecological stew-
ards can prevent the 
spread of invasives.  
 

Campers were given index card key chains and were told to 
locate and identify some invasive species on the site. The 
morning was wrapped up with an invasive plant pull; each 
camper was  given a work glove, and  they all managed to 
stuff numerous garbage bags. The kids were thrilled at the 
opportunity to yank so many plants while helping nature! 
 
 
 
 
 
11:30-12:00— Travel to Rotary Lake 
A popular summer swimming location, Rotary is a man-made lake in the heart of town 
with a playground and an open field. 
 
 
12:00-12:30— Lunch  
 
 
12:30-4:00— Swimming and field games at Rotary Lake   
Campers had a blast splashing around and playing games in the water, as well as par-
ticipating in field games beside the lake. Games included: 
 
 
 

 

Playing a game of “Dragonfly Dodgeball” 

Biodiversity web activity  led by PRRD Inva-
sive Plant Council manager Kari Bondaroff 

Plucking and disposing of inva-
sive scentless camomile 
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 Rabies– Each player had two strips of flagging 
tape tied around their wrists, except for one 
designated player who had “rabies”. Their  task 
was to chase the other players and steal their 
wristbands. When a given player lost both wrist-
bands, they too became infected with rabies 
and chased the others. 
 
Bat and moth– Similar to “Marco Polo”. Two 
players were designated “bats”, and two were 
designated “moths” while the rest of the players 
held hands and formed a circle surrounding 
them. The bats were blindfolded, and had to 

call out “bat”, wherein the moths would reply with “moth”. The object was for the bats to 
locate the moths with their hearing and tag them. This game nicely illustrates the con-
cept of echolocation. 
 
Blind tree-hugging– The group was split into pairs. One partner was blindfolded while 
the other led them by the hand to a tree. They were instructed to feel and smell the 
tree to look for details  before being led away again. The object was to guess which 
tree was theirs.  Impairing the sense of sight forces participants to experience nature in 
a different light.  
 

THURSDAY 
 
9:00-10:00— Bear Safety with Elk 
An important topic to be informed about while visiting the wilderness, Elk showed a vid-
eo and presented to the kids on preventing and surviving bear attacks.  
 
10:00-12:00— Archery and .22 rifle target shooting 
The kids were divided into two groups, and rotated between archery target practice led 
by Eric , and .22s led by Elk and “Crabby Joe” (Joe Delawsky). 
 
Archery– Campers fired with compound bows at paper targets, animal-shaped targets, 
and even balloons. A handful of kids got to shoot at the targets from up above in the 
tower! 

 
 
 

Left: the archery range from atop the tower. Right: a camper aims for a 3D bear target 

Splashing around in Rotary Lake 
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Firearms (.22 rifle target practice)- Kids got to fire at their own paper targets as well as 
metal “gophers” 

 
12:00-12:30— Lunch 
Campers were treated to a hot dog roast, provided by the Dawson Creek Sportsman’s 
Club 
 
12:30-2:30— Bat presentation with local wildlife biologists 
 
 The initial plan was to meet the guest speakers Radar Lake: a small lake  and sur-
rounding forest with a boat launch and hiking trails. The bus unfortunately had to return 
to the clubhouse due to a thunderstorm and heavy rain. Wildlife biologists Ingebjorg-
Jean and Brian had placed a bat tracker at the lake the evening before, and we were 
lucky enough to have them bring the tracker to the clubhouse to do their presentation 
indoors.  
 
The tracker they used was one that 
had calls overnight. The campers 
learned about echolocation and how 
bats call at a frequency that is out of 
range of human hearing. To illustrate 
this, the presenters did a pitch test 
wherein participants had to raise their 
hands when they could no longer hear 
the sound. The adults naturally raised 
their hands first, however no one in the 
room could hear beyond 18 or so kilo-
hertz (kHz).  
 
The biologists also showed the data collected by the bat detector: graphs and dashes 
on the computer that were visual representations of bat calls. From this data, they were 
able to deduce which species of bat was present, as well their behaviours at the time 
of recording. 

Left: Crabby Joe watching campers fire downrange. Right: Elk helping a camper aim  

Local wildlife biologists explaining the bat detector data  
collected at Radar Lake 
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2:30-4:00 Nature painting  
Marsh Hawk (Neil Fletcher) taught basic techniques with watercolours. Campers first 
learned to be “mixologists” by painting colour wheels with the three primary colours. 
They then saw multiple examples of different painting styles by famous artists, and 
were encouraged to try to mimic them. 
 
FRIDAY 
 
9:00-10:00— Travel to Swan Lake Provincial 
Park  
 
10:00-11:00— Trail Hike and Plant Pressing  
Campers were instructed to search for plants to 
press during a trail hike led by Orca, which 
were later pressed as a take-home craft. 
Campers were taught the rule of 100 (do not 
pick anything unless there are 100 of that same 
species in a given spot), as well as some po-
tentially dangerous plants to avoid. Some 
campers found wild berries on the trail!  
 

 

 

11:00-12:30— Fishing 
Rods and tackle were provided by the BCWF team.  Crabby Joe and Elk helped set up 
and untangle many of the lines throughout the day.  The group first practiced casting 
their lines on an open field before heading to a small dock on the shore of Swan Lake. 
Many kids were incredibly enthusiastic about fishing despite the pouring rain, braving 
the elements in hopes of catching something.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hiking a lakeside trail  

Casting in the rain at Swan Lake 
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12:30-1:30— Return to clubhouse 
 
1:30-3:30— Games  
The group was divided into four teams that competed against each other in a number 
of games and challenges. 
 
Jeopardy– Orca asked a number of trivia-style questions based on things that were 
learned throughout the entire week. Teams had one rep-
resentative stand as quickly as they could such that they 
could answer and win a point. 
 
Skits— Teams were assigned a setting (the list consisted 
of places the camp visited that week) as well as a charac-
ter that they had to incorporate into their skit. The team 
with the best constructed plot as well as the best sense of 
humour won. It was a close tie, as all skits were goofy and 
clever. 
 
Capture the flag— The group was divided into two teams, each guarding a flag. Teams 
hid their respective flags within their territory on opposite sides of the field.  The objec-
tive of the game was to capture the opposing team’s flag, however if tagged by the op-
posite team while attempting to do so, a given player was sent to jail. A player could be 
freed from jail if a person from their own team visit-
ed them, wherein they would both get a free walk 
back to the other side. The team who found and 
carried the opposing team’s flag to their side won.  
 
3:30-4:00— End of day: re-cap and farewells 
The campers and camp leaders all sat in a circle 
and remembered their favourite parts of camp. A 
variety of memorable activities were mentioned, 
such as trap and skeet, .22s, archery, and bird box 
building. One young girl said that her favourite part 
was “getting to meet new people”. Another re-
marked “I’m going to miss this camp”, followed by chimes of “me too” from her peers.  
 
The group also discussed ways to stay connected to nature after Wild Kidz Camp. 
Many campers expressed interest at taking a Conservation and Outdoor Recreation 
(CORE) course, joining naturalist clubs, and even studying ecology and biology in the 
future. 
 
As per Wild Kidz Camp tradition, everyone signed each others’ t-shirts to remember 
each other by.  
 
Elk, Crabby Joe, and the rest of the Dawson Creek Sportsman’s Club were thanked for 
their enormous support throughout the camp, for without them many of the incredible 
activities the camp participated in would not have been possible.  
 

Performing skits 

Remembering the week’s activities 



 

 17 

Peachland, BC : August 11
th

-15
th

 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
Peachland is a small municipality on the West shore of Okanagan Lake, with a popula-
tion of approximately 5200. The Wild Kidz Camp was brought to the area by invitation 
from the Peachland Sportsmen’s Association.  
The main base camp was Cousins Park, an enclosed open field adjacent to the Peach-
land Community Centre, across the street from the Okanagan lake front. Other activi-
ties took place at other parks and beaches in Peachland and in neighbouring munici-
palities (Summerland, Kelowna).  

 
PARTICIPANTS 
 
Twenty campers aged 9-12 from several municipalities in the Okanagan area 
(Peachland, Summerland, Kelowna, Westbank, Penticton) were lucky participants of 
the Peachland Kidz Camp. Some were practiced ecologists, hunters and anglers while 
others had little to no experience in outdoor recreation, but were enthusiastic for the 
week all the same. During introductions, all participants expressed an interest getting 
outdoors and learning more about nature.  
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ITINERARY IN PEACHLAND 
 
 The week–long day camp ran from 9 AM to 4 PM between Monday, August 11

th
 

and Friday, August 15
th
. The camp included activities and field trips that were relevant to 

the Okanagan region, including a presentation on local wildlife and habitat, a visit to the 
Ecological Education Centre for the Okanagan, shooting practice and fishing with the 
Peachland Sportsmen’s Association, and a visit to the Summerland Trout Hatchery. 
 
The schedule of activities for the week proceeded as the following: 
 

MONDAY 
  
9:00-10:15— Introductions and icebreaker games 
 
In a format similar to the Dawson Creek Wild Kidz Camp, the camp leaders and partici-
pants all introduced themselves, stating their name, their favourite animal, and their pur-
pose for being at camp that week. The initial introductions were followed by an overview 
of the PERCH code of conduct: 
 

 Participation 

 Environmental manners 

 Respect 

 Cooperation 

 Have fun 

 
After going over rules, the group played icebreaker games “flocks”, “Oh Deer!”, and 
“animal charades”  to get comfortable with each other (see Dawson Creek Kidz Camp 
for full descriptions). The kids particularly enjoyed playing animal charades and came up 
with fun and creative ways to mime different animals– they even requested to play an-
other round.  
 
  

 
Left: Introductions  

Right: animal charades 
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10:15-10:30— Snack break and hand out Nature Binders 
Each camper received their own Wild Kidz Camp nature binder, which contained use-
ful information and fun activities as a take-home package. Campers were reminded to 
bring their binders to each day of camp, as some of the week’s activities would in-
volve writing in them (see Appendix C for sample). 
 
10:00-12:00— Activity rotations 
The camp was divided into three groups, and rotated through three wildlife and out-
door recreation activities led by the BCWF staff (executed in a similar format to the 
Dawson Creek Wild Kidz Camp). 
 
Compass Activity 
Session led by Marsh Hawk (Neil Fletcher).  Campers learned about cardinal direc-
tions and compass navigation, then put their skills to the test by navigating their ways 
to and from a stationary object entirely based on angles with a compass and rotary 
tape.  
 
Skulls and Furs 
Camp leader “Coastal Crow” (Jason Jobin) 
showed and discussed a collection of 
mammal skulls and furs while campers 
took notes in their nature binders. Crow de-
scribed reasons for the physiology behind 
each skull, as well as the special adapta-
tions each animal has.  
 
Food and ecosystems 
Session led by Orca (Keila Stark). Camp-
ers got to choose an organism from a 
marsh ecosystem to “be”, and they wore a pinnie representing that organism. The first 
game was food chain “duck, duck, goose”, where the apex predator began, and all 
players went down the food chain tagging an animal that they fed on. The next part of 
the activity involved standing in a circle and passing along a roll of flagging tape to 
create a web. Orca read a story about a marsh ecosystem, and whenever the name of 
a particular organism was called out, the kid representing that animal was required to 
take the roll of flagging tape across the circle, creating a “web” effect. During the sec-

ond half of the story, a few species were 
negatively affected by pollutants and inva-
sive species, and so were required to drop 
their section of flagging tape. The concept 
behind the activity was to illustrate how all 
parts of any given ecosystem are intercon-
nected, and when something happens to 
one species, typically all other species con-
nected to it in the food chain are impacted 
as well.  

Left: Three campers depicting a red-legged frog, a 
waterboatman, and grass 

Showing off mammal skulls and pelts 
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12:30-1:00— Lunch  
 
1:00-2:00— Presentation by the Okanagan-
Similkameen Conservation Alliance: Wildlife 
and Habitat in the Okanagan 
 
OSCA’s Margaret Holm came to Cousins Park 
to present to the campers about local wildlife. 
Using an experimental outdoor presentation set-
up with a wall tent and generator, she delivered 
an interactive powerpoint presentation outlining 
local species of amphibians, bats, and birds, 
different habitat types in the Okanagan, and 
some local conservation initiatives. The camp-
ers were fully engaged, and had many personal stories to share about seeing some of 
the species discussed in the presentation.  
 
2:00-2:30— Tour of the Peachland Old Schoolhouse and Bat Corner 

The visitor centre staff at the Peachland 
Historic Schoolhouse just adjacent to 
Cousins Park generously invited the 
Wild Kidz Camp to pay a visit where, in 
the attic, lives over 2000 Yuma bats– 
possibly the largest Yuma bat colony in 
BC. Though the attic is closed off to vis-
itors so as not to disturb the bats, there 
is a live bat camera in the visitor centre 
that can be moved and zoomed in and 
out. The campers were able to learn a 
little bit about  local Peachland heritage, 
as well as the successful co-existence 
of humans and animals right in their 
own community.  
 

 
2:30-4:00— Swim Bay visit 
 
Located just across the street from Cousins Park, Swim Bay is a beach on the Okana-
gan lake front with a zip line, a diving board, and a swinging rope. The kids looked for-
ward to having fun and cooling down in the lake after an entire day in the hot weather.  

Left: Observing the live “bat-cam” at the Peachland 
visitor centre 

Right: showing off a Yuma bat puppet 

Margaret from OSCA delivering an interactive 
powerpoint presentation on wildlife in the 

Okanagan 
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TUESDAY 
 
9:00— Arrival at Cousins Park, sign-in 
 
9:15-10:00— Travel to Mission Creek Regional Park, Kelowna 
Transportation for the week was provided by A1 Bus Limited, who provided a 48-
passenger school bus and driver.  
 
10:00-11:00— Owl presentation and pellet dissection activity 
The first destination at Mission Creek was the Ecological Education Centre for the 
Okanagan (EECO). There, the campers were treated to an hour-long program on owls 
in the Okanagan, followed by an owl pellet dissection. Campers learned about the spe-
cific species of owls living in the region, their adaptations and habitat, and their diet. 
They then got the opportunity to pick apart real owl pellets with their bare hands. Each 
camper was given a reference guide, and they had to deduce which type of animal 
was eaten by the owl.  
 
 

 

 

Photos: Having a blast at Swim Bay in Peachland 

Dissecting owl pellets  and analyzing a rodent skull 
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11:00-1:00— Nature activities and plant walk in Mission Creek Park 
Activities led by Marsh Hawk (Neil Fletcher).  

 
Blind Tree-hugging 
For this fun activity, campers got into pairs. One 
individual from each pair was to wear a blindfold, 
while the other partner would carefully guide her/ 
him to one of the trees in the area. The blindfold-
ed individual would spend some time exploring 
the tree with all their sense but sight; they could 
feel the bark, smell it, and even try to listen to it. 
The guide would then spin them around, lead 
them away from the tree, and remove their part-
ner’s blindfold. The previously blindfolded part-
ner was then to try and find the tree that they 
had just explored, based on what they remem-
bered about the feel of it. The campers got many 
laughs out of this activity. 
 
 
Plant walk 
Marsh Hawk took the group on a guided botany 
hike through Mission Creek Park, stopping to 
show and discuss various plant species in the 
park such as ponderosa pine, Oregon grape, 
Douglas Fir, and snowberry, to name a few. The 
emphasis with this activity was to build 
knowledge on some of the common plant and 
tree species in the Okanagan, because in Marsh 
Hawk’s words, “It is surprising that everyone can 
learn the names of streets and chain restaurants 
and stores, yet they aren’t familiar with the 
names of trees in their own back yards.”  
 
 
1:00-1:30— Lunch at the playground at  
Mission Creek 
 
 
 
 

1:30-2:30— Scavenger hunt and plant pressing 
Sample specimens of the plant species discovered in the “plant walk” earlier that day 
were glued onto posters and displayed on an easel. The challenge was for the camp-
ers to run through the park and find one of each species, with prizes for the fastest 
participant, and the most points (those who found a feather got an extra 5 points).  
 
When finished, participants were able to put their specimens into plant presses for 
preservation. 

Above: Blind tree-hugging 
Below: Marsh Hawk and campers reaching 

up to feel Ponderosa pine needles 
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2:30-3:15— Travel back to Cousins Park 
 
3:15-4:00— Capture the Flag  
A camp favourite, the group made use of the 
large grass field at Cousins Park to play sev-
eral rounds of capture the flag (see Dawson 
Creek Kidz Camp for detailed description of 
rules).  
 

 

WEDNESDAY 
 
9:00-9:30— Arrival and sign-in, travel to shooting range in Peachland 
 
The Peachland Sportsmen`s Association generously hosted the Wild Kidz Camp for a 
morning of .22-calibre rifle shooting on an outdoor gravel pit range about twenty 
minutes inland from the lake front.  
 
9:30-12:00—  Shooting and nature painting rotations 
 
The group was split in half, and rotated between target practice with the .22s, and wa-
tercolour painting with Marsh Hawk.  
 
Nature Painting 
Similar format to the Dawson Creek Kidz Camp. The campers were taught basic mix-
ing techniques, practiced by painting a colour wheel, and then were challenged to part 
of a forested valley that was visible from the shooting range. 
 
.22 shooting 
Assisted by Rick Simpson, Al Springer, Bill Schoof, Josh Walker, and Mark Coleman, 
six kids got to shoot at paper targets in the distance, with partners who had binoculars 
to gauge their shots and help them improve their aim.  
 

 

Playing Capture the Flag 

Left: Nature painting 
Right: .22 shooting with Peachland Sportsmen`s Association volunteers 
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12:00-1:00— Lunch and bus back to Cousins Park 
 
1:00-2:30— Invasives Species Presentation 
and Activities with the Okanagan and 
Similkameen Invasive Species Society 
(OASISS) 
 
Kassidy Hoffman and Savanna Maddock from 
OASISS met the group at Cousins Park for an 
educational and fun afternoon of learning about 
the types of invasive species threatening the 
Okanagan and Similkameen areas, with a focus 
on aquatic invasives such as zebra mussels. 
The kids were taught the mantra for preventing 
the spread of invasives: Clean, drain, dry! 
 
After the presentation, Kassidy and Savanna led several exciting games and activities 
to reinforce the concepts learned earlier, including a field game where the entire group 
had to act as invasive and non-invasive species competing for resources. The after-
noon was wrapped up with foam bookmark-making, wherein the campers made goog-
ly-eyed zebra mussels and wrote slogans such as “Clean, drain, dry”, and “Don’t move 
a mussel!” 

 
2:30-4:00— Swim Bay 
The original plan for the afternoon was to visit Hardy Falls Regional Park and Antlers 
Beach in Peachland for an afternoon of hiking and swimming. Unfortunately, Hardy 
Falls was closed off to the public that week due to forest fire hazards. The campers 
voted to spend the afternoon at Swim Bay instead, particularly because they had been 
outside in the hot, muggy weather all morning. Those who chose not to swim or be-
came tired of it could also do some more water colour painting. 

Savanna and Kassidy from the Okanagan 
and Similkameen Invasive Species Society 

(OASISS) discussing aquatic invasives 

Left: Showing off invasive species bookmark crafts 
Right: Playing a “clean, drain, dry” game 
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THURSDAY 
 
9:00-9:45— Arrival and sign-in, travel to Summerland Trout Hatchery 
 
10:00-11:15— Trout Hatchery Tour 
 
Kristi MacDonald from the Freshwater Fisheries Society 
of BC treated the campers to a walk through the hatch-
ery. The campers learned about methods for raising rain-
bow trout and speckled trout at the hatchery, as well as 
the benefits of hatching and releasing freshwater fish. 
They were able to view the area where the fish were 
raised, and even feed the fry and adult “milt” fish. When 
the tour was over, the kids got to make trout crafts, and a 
prize went to the most realistic and most creative paper 
trout. 

 
 
 
 
11:15-12:30— Lunch and free time at Peach 
Orchard Beach 
Peach Orchard is a beach on the lake front with 
a waterpark, playground, and volleyball court, 
located a 10-minute walk away from the trout 
hatchery.  One camper found a large, native 
mussel near the shore.  
 
 
 

12:30-1:00— Travel to Sun Oka Beach  
Provincial Park 
 
1:00-3:00— Learn to Fish with GoFish BC 
Tanya and Jen from the Freshwater Fisheries 
Society of BC provided materials and instruc-
tion for a two hour Learn to Fish program at 
Sun Oka Beach in the southernmost part of 
Summerland.  The campers learned about the 
different species of local freshwater fish and 
how to identify them, and how to fish ethically 
and sustainably.  
 
Aside from one already-dead fish, there was 
little luck with catch. Despite this, the campers were incredibly enthusiastic and waited 
intently in the pouring rain for a catch until the bus came.  
 
3:15-4:00— Travel back to Cousins Park 
 

Observing thousands of rainbow 
trout fry 

We found a live mussel! 

A camper casting his line for the first time  



 

 26 

FRIDAY 
 
9:00 —Arrival at Turner Park, Peachland  
So as to maximize time for the busy morning, campers were dropped off at Turner 
Park, which is near the home of one of the Peachland Sportsmen’s Association volun-
teers. 
 
9:00-12:00— Activity rotations with the 
Peachland Sportsmen’s Association 
The Wild Kidz Camp had a fantastic morning 
full of hands-on activities led by PSA volun-
teers. The kids were divided into four 
groups, and rotated through the following 
stations: 
 
Fly-casting 
PSA volunteer Bill Schoof provided some fly 
rods, and taught the campers how to cast 
properly.  
 
 
Fly-tying 
PSA volunteer Al Springer provided the ma-
terials for the campers to make their own 
beautiful fishing flies by hand.  
 
 
Laser shot 
Laser shot is a game played with toy laser 
rifles and a screen. Campers got the oppor-
tunity to practice their aiming with virtual 
bulls-eye targets and even virtual wild game 
such as waterfowl and deer. Campers had 
to exercise ethical hunting habits, such as 
only shooting male elk so as to not  harm 
the population by shooting a pregnant fe-
male.  
 
 
Archery 
Assisted by PSA volunteers Josh Walker 
and Larry Sundstrom, campers had the op-
portunity to practice their aim at playing 
cards pinned to foam targets.  

Top: PSA volunteer Bill demonstrates how to cast 
a fly rod 

Middle: a camper carefully tying off his fishing fly 
Bottom: Campers lined up to take a shot 
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12:00-1:00— Lunch and Travel to Heritage Park in Peachland 
As a recommended fishing spot by the PSA volunteers, the campers were taken to the 
lake front by Heritage Park in Peachland for a leisurely afternoon of fishing.  
 
1:00-3:15— Shore Fishing with 
Peachland Sportsmen’s Associa-
tion Volunteers 
PSA members Al, Josh, Rob, and Dan 
all generously spent their afternoon 
with the Wild Kidz fishing, and  provid-
ed all the spin rods, tackle, and even 
nets for catching minnows. The kids 
cast from the rocks along the shore-
line, as well as off the boat docks. 
There were several catches, and when 
it happened all the campers crowded 
around the holding buckets in excite-
ment. All-in-all, it was a very easy-
going afternoon, and a great oppor-
tunity for the Sportsmen’s Association 
members and the youth of Peachland 
to connect.  
 
3:15-4:00— Wrap-up circle, awards 
and farewells 
As per Wild Kidz Camp tradition, the 
group sat in a circle and recalled their 
favourite moments from the week. 
They also discussed ways in which to 
stay involved in conservation and out-
door recreation.  
 
The campers then received their certificates of completion, and signed each others t-
shirts as a memento from their experience at camp. 
 
Before the end of the camp, the positive outcome from delivering the Kidz Camp in 
Peachland was already apparent. One camper who had never gone fishing before 
Wild Kidz Camp decided that he would save up to buy fishing gear. A member of PSA 
generously offered to send this camper a full set of gear entirely for free.  Many other 
kids expressed interest in becoming club members and joining in their youth outdoor 
recreation programs. The relationship fostered between the veteran club members 
and the kids in the region was a valuable one, and will ensure that the community of 
sportsmen and conservationists alike will be preserved in the next generation.   

Above:  Camper showing off his catch 
Below: Group photo with Peachland Sportsmen’s Asso-
ciation members, Wild Kidz Campers, and BCWF Staff 
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ADVERTISING 
See appendix A 
Advertising methods this year proved to be incredibly effective in both host communi-
ties, given how rapidly both registrations filled up. An informational flyer was created for 
both camps . The flyer was distributed to both the Dawson Creek Sportsman`s Club and 
Peachland Sportsmen`s Association, who posted them on their websites.  
 
According to parent feedback, the most effective method of advertising for the Dawson 
Creek camp seemed to be through the local school district. Informational e-mails with 
the flyer attached were sent out to administrative staff in each of the elementary schools 
in school district 59. Some schools added the poster to their online bulletin, while others 
printed them out and sent them home to parents. 
 
The situation was slightly different in Peachland, as the public schools had stricter per-
mission policies on third-party advertising. Instead, the poster was sent through the Dis-
trict of Peachland Parks and Recreation. 
 

REGISTRATION 
Camp registration was completed through Eventbrite, an online event registration and 
ticket sales website. Aside from being an advertising platform on its own, Eventbrite is 
user-friendly and conveniently collects all personal and medical information as well as 
media and liability releases. 
 

INFO PACKAGE 
See appendix B 
A few weeks before each camp, an informational package was sent out to parents by e-
mail, containing letters to campers and parents, venue information, lists of things to 
bring, and a detailed schedule for the week  

 
T-SHIRTS 
See appendix C 
Stylized Wild Kidz Camp t-shirts were designed and ordered for all campers and camp 
facilitators. The t-shirts were ordered from Up the Creek Shirts, and the costs included 
were in the sponsorship budget (campers and volunteers received them for free).  
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Appendix A– Camp flyers 
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 Appendix B– Eventbrite registration page 
screenshot 
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Appendix B– Parent package samples 
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Appendix C– Kids take-home nature binder 
samples 



 

 

Appendix E–  
T-shirt concept mock-up by Up the Creek shirts  

Appendix D– Participant certificate 

(For BCWF Seal) 



 

 34 

FUNDERS 
 

The 2014 Wild Kidz Day Camps in Dawson Creek and Peachland, BC would not have 
been possible without the generous financial support from the BC Conservation Foun-
dation, the Barnet Rifle Club, the Government of British Columbia, HRSDC Summer 
Jobs (Government of Canada), and the BC Wildlife Federation.  

IN-KIND SUPPORT 
 

The following groups and organizations provided in-kind support through providing resources 
and assistance in various Wild Kidz Camp related activities in Dawson Creek and Peachland: 
The Dawson Creek Sportsman’s Club, Ducks Unlimited, BC Trappers’ Association, Peace Riv-
er Regional District Invasive Plant Council, the Peachland Sportsmen’s Association, Okana-
gan Similkameen Conservation Alliance, the Okanagan and Similkameen Invasive Species 
Society, and the Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC.  

 


