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INTRODUCTION TO THE BC WILDLIFE FEDERATION 
 

 The BC Wildlife Federation (BCWF) is the oldest and largest conservation organization 
in British Columbia.  It is a province-wide voluntary conservation organization of hunters, an-
glers and recreational shooters that represent the numerous British Columbians who aim to 
protect, enhance and promote the wise use of the environment for the benefit of present and 
future generations. 
 BCWF’s Wetlands Education Program was created in 1996 to deliver quality wetland 
education that builds the capacity of individuals and groups to assess their wetland assets, 
while using this new knowledge to increase ecosystem and community health.  BCWF prides 
itself on community based wetland education programs that increase the capacity of individu-
als to steward wetlands in their own backyards! 

 
 
HISTORY AND PURPOSE OF THE WILD KIDZ CAMP 
   

 The Wild Kidz Camp was created in 2008 to celebrate the centenary of Roderick Haig-
Brown (1908 – 1976), a conservationist and naturalist who devoted much of his life to the con-
servation and protection of British Columbia’s wildlife and wild spaces.  Mr. Roderick Haig-
Brown was an advisor to the BC Wildlife Federation and we, in British Columbia, owe a great 
deal of what we enjoy today to the Haig-Brown family. 
 There are numerous reasons to provide outdoor education opportunities to our youth.  
For instance, children are spending more and more time indoors.  At the same time, National 
Park attendance in Canada has dropped by 20% in the past 15 years.  The Wild Kidz Camp is a 
program unlike any other in BC.  It strives to educate children about the importance of nature, 
while providing them with fun, hands-on outdoor experiences.  Children learn best with their 
ears, eyes and hands and the Wild Kidz Camps targets all of these learning methods with activ-
ities such as: wildlife tracking activities, visits to parks, meeting with conservationists, outdoor 
classrooms on amphibian and wildlife ecology, fishing lessons, and more.  Each year, the Wild 
Kidz Camp is held in different communities so that the BCWF, as a province-wide organization, 
can help instill conservation values in children as future stewards of BC’s environment. 
 The 2008 camps were partnered with BC Conservation Foundation (BCCF), and success-
fully took place in Chilliwack and Kamloops.  The 2009 camps were partnered with BCCF and 
the Delta Rotary Club, which were a huge success in Nanaimo and Inner City Vancouver.  The 
2010 camp was partnered with BCCF and took place in Vanderhoof.  The 2011 camps were 
partnered with BCCF, BC Hydro, and the Barnet Rifle Club and occurred in Chase and Lillooet.  
The 2012 camps were sponsored by the BCCF, HuntingBC.ca, and the Government of BC and 
took place in Barriere and Oliver.  This year’s camp was partnered with BCCF, HuntingBC.ca, 
Deluxe Wall Tents, The Barnet Rifle Club, the Government of British Columbia, and the Block 
Family.  Partnerships within each town included the Kitimat Rod and Gun Association (KRGA) 
and the Chase Fish and Game Club (CFGC).  The activities the children participated in are out-
lined in further detail throughout this report. 

Video game, television and the internet use in Canada and US is alarming high and has been linked to ppor mental and physical development of children.  See: Active Healthy Kids Canada 
2008.  “It’s time to unplug our kids: Canada’s Report Card on Physical Activity for Children and Youth” 76 p. Online: http://www.screensmart.ca/assets/docs/unplug_our_kids.pdf  Also see: 
Kaiser Family Foundation 2010.  “Daily media use among children and teens up dramatically from five years ago.” News Release. Online: http//www.kff.org/entmedia/
entmedia012010nr.cfm  
CBC Podcast: Cross-country Check Up August 8, 2010.  Online http://podcast.cbc.ca/mp3/checkup_20100808_36470.mp3  

http://www.screensmart.ca/assets/docs/unplug_our_kids.pdf
http://podcast.cbc.ca/mp3/checkup_20100808_36470.mp3
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Kitimat, BC July 8th to 12th 

 

LOCATION 
 
 The first Wild Kidz Camp of 2013 was held in Kitimat, BC.  The District of Kitimat is the 
furthest location away from the Lower Mainland core that the Wild Kidz Camp has been held 
at to date.  With a population of 9300, this coastal town is located in the heart of the Northern 
British Columbia wilderness.  Kitimat is approximately an 8-hour drive west of Prince George 
along Yellowhead Highway E. 
 The base camp for the Wild Kidz Camp was located at the Kitimat Rod and Gun Associa-
tion Clubhouse and was generously offered free of charge by the Association.  The clubhouse 
is located directly beside the Kitimat River, consists of large grassy grounds—perfect for out-
door games and activities—, and backs onto immediate hiking trails.  Furthermore, the spa-
cious indoor facility provided perfect refuge for those days of inevitable west coast downpour. 
 Day trips throughout the week were located either within walking distance or by a 
short bus ride, which was made possible by vans donated by Terrace Totem Ford.  The week’s 
itinerary included visits to the Kitimat River Hatchery, Giant Spruce Park, the Sam Lindsay 
Aquatic Centre, and the Fire Mountain Shooting Range. 
 

PARTICIPANTS 
 Within the first two weeks of advertisement, the camp had filled up to its full capacity.  
A waitlist soon began to grow of eager parents and campers alike.  The ages of the boys and 
girls ranged from 9 to 12 years old.  For some of the kids, the Wild Kidz Camp was an oppor-
tunity for new experiences and to try nature based outdoor activities.  For others, the camp 
fostered new friendships as kids discovered they had similar intellectual or recreational inter-
ests. 
 
 
 

 

 

Participants and volunteers at the Kitimat Wild Kidz Camp. 
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ITINERARY IN KITIMAT 
 The week–long day camp ran from 9 AM to 4 PM between Monday, July 8th and Friday, 
July 12th.  All activities were carefully selected for the nature-related experiences they would 
offer the children.  Guest speakers, who led various activities, were selected in an effort to 
represent a large spectrum of people who enjoy, use and conserve nature.  This list included: a 
trapper from the KRGA; staff from the Kitimat River Hatchery; Bear Aware representatives; 
and club members from the KRGA. 
 
The schedule of activities for the week proceeded as the following: 
 
MONDAY 
 
8:45 – 9:00: Meet with Parents and Enroll Children in Camp 
 The excited kids poured into our camp early on Monday morning.  They were eager to 
pick up their BCWF Wild Kidz Camp t-shirt and meet their fellow campers for the week! 
 
9:00 – 9:15: Camp Rules & Expectations 
 After initial introductions from the camp leaders, the Wild Kidz Camp’s P.E.R.C.H. code 
of conduct was explained to ensure a positive camp experience for all. 

Participation 
Environmental manners 
Respect 
Cooperation 
Have fun 

The leaders also introduced the camp-favourite signal to quiet down and pay attention: 
Leaders: “Arm goes up!” 

Campers: “Mouth goes shut like a poptart! Cha-Ching!” 
 

Left: Enjoying a swim at the pool. Right: Campers hone their watercolour skills by the Kitimat River.   
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9:15 – 9:45: Icebreaker Games – Full Group 
 The Wild Kidz Camp started off by playing a few icebreaker games to get the kids more 
comfortable with the group at large. 

 
Bat & Moth 
 The game was meant to excite the kids 
and get them to run around and have fun.  It 
required several bandanas to blindfold the bats.  
Everyone stood in a circle and held hands to 
create a barrier for the bats and moths who 
were on the inside of the circle. Three or less 
blindfolded children were the bats and five or 
more children were the moths.  The bats called 
out “BAT” and with their arms outstretched, 
and attempted to touch any of the moths run-
ning inside the circle.  The non-blindfolded 
moths had to reply “MOTH” so the bats could 

find them.  The game is essentially a wildlife version of Marco Polo.  The educational concept 
of echolocation was explained at the end of this activity. 

 
Animal Charades 
 This game intended to familiarize the 
children with one another and to encourage cre-
ative teamwork.  The kids were split up into 5 
groups and they each had to select an animal to 
act out.  Each group had to collectively work to-
gether and portray an animal by becoming its 
different body parts.  The greatest challenge of 
the activity was to coordinate the group to 
move together as one so the other groups could 
guess what animal they were. 
 
 

9:45 – 10:30: Icebreaker Games Continued – Group Rotations 
Dragon Dodgeball 

 This game required a rope and two soccer balls.  The rope created a barrier in the 
shape of a circle, and two kids were selected from the group.  These kids entered the circle.  
One was assigned the role of becoming the dragon’s head while the other was assigned the 
role of the dragon’s tail.  Kids on the outside of the rope circle were given balls to throw at the 
dragon tail.  The objective of the game is for the “head” is to protect the “tail” from those on 
the outside of the circle.  If the tail was hit, then the person who hit the tail becomes the new 
head, the head becomes the new tail, and the old tail rotated to the outside the circle. 
 

Playing “Bat and Moth” 

Animal charade whale. 
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Ninja 
 This game required no equipment.  Kids formed a circle and stood with their hands to-
gether in the middle.  One person yelled out “3…2…1…NINJA!” and all the kids jumped back 
into their ninja poses.  One at a time, each participant was allowed to make their  move in one 
fluid motion.  One person would start the by trying to hit another person’s hand.  If a hand 
was hit, that person “lost their arm” and had to put their arm behind their back.  If someone 
lost both arms, they were eliminated.  The turns rotated clockwise from the person who start-
ed the game.  If someone flinched or moved out of turn, they had to immediately move to 
“puppy pose”, which is a vulnerable position as they had to stand straight up and have their 
remaining hands held up in front of them.  The last person with at least one arm intact won. 
 

Blindfold Soccer 
 Two blindfolds, one soccer ball, and 4 pylons were required for this activity.  Two kids 
were blindfolded and both players were given a partner.  Partners stood on the sideline of the 
field and gave directions to their teammate using only their voice.  The objective of the game 
was for the partners to direct the players to kick the soccer ball through their opponent’s py-
lons.  The players switched up roles after a few minutes.  
 
10:30 – 12:00: Activity Rotations – Forestry, Skulls & Furs, and Survival Skills 
 

Forestry 
Session led by Neil Fletcher.  Neil Fletcher led the kids in an introduction to species 

identification around the Kitimat Rod and Gun Association Clubhouse.  A walk in the woods 
gave the children a chance to learn hands on.  
 

Skulls & Furs 
Session led by Jason Jobin.  Jason presented several skulls and furs from a number of 

BC mammals for the campers to examine.  He let the children attempt to guess what animal 
each skull or fur belonged to.  Jason had the skulls and furs of a bear, beaver, cougar, coyote, 
fox, lynx, moose, muskrat, and an otter.  Additionally, he had a moose’s bone and hide.  Jason 
explained that people could learn a lot about an animal from its skull, such as its diet, age, life 
history, and even cause of death. 
 

Survival Skills 
Session led by Katie Hikida.  This session began with a discussion around how to plan 

for a hike.  The group collaborated about what they would need to do before they left and 
what they would need to bring on their hike.  The kids had to guess what items are necessary 
in a survival kit.  Once an item was identified, Katie would pull it out of the survival kit and the 
kids would have to explain the importance of that item and how to use it.  Next, Katie dis-
cussed what to do in case someone gets lost in the woods in accordance to 
“AdventureSmart’s Hug-a-Tree and Survive” program.  Finally, the kids were separated into 
groups and each was provided with a tarp and some rope.  After a short walk into a designat-
ed forest location, the groups were set the task of pretending that they were lost and had to 
create shelter to survive under until they were rescued. 
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12:00 – 12:30: Lunch Break 
 
12:30 – 1:30: Capture the Flag 
 Hands down, the favourite and most requested activity of the Wild Kidz Camp was Cap-
ture the Flag.  Capture the Flag is an outdoor game composed of two teams that each guard a 
flag.  The objective of the game is to capture your opponent’s flag.  Capture the Flag is conven-
tionally played on a field that is divided into two territories.  Teams are identified by an obvi-
ous marking on each player—in our case it was different coloured bandanas—and they hide a 
flag somewhere in their territory.  Once one team crosses into the other team’s territory, they 
can be tagged.  If someone is tagged, they have to go into a designated jail and can only be 
freed if a team member is able to reach that jail safely.  Only one team member can be res-
cued from the jail at a time.  Both the person freed and the free-er are rewarded a safe trip 
back to their territory.  The first team to successfully capture the other team’s flag and bring it 
back into their territory wins! 

 
1:30 – 2:30: Trapping Presentation 
 Session led by the BCWF Regional President, Mike Langegger.  Mike treated the kids to 
a presentation about several different trapping methods and demonstrated how to safely set 
up a variety of traps.  Mike also brought animal skulls and had the kids guess which animal 
they belonged too.  Coincidentally, since we had Skulls & Furs earlier that day, the kids im-
pressed Mike immensely with their knowledge on the subject.  Mike also brought a fox fur for 
the children to feel and examine.  Furthermore, Mike brought a fresh beaver pelt with him and 
demonstrated how to “board” the pelt for drying.  Many of the kids were eager to put on 
gloves and feel the mounted pelt or even help secure a few nails. 
 

Left: Mike Laggenger demonstrates how to safely set traps. Right: Mike boards a fresh beaver pelt.  
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2:30 – 4:00: Wide Games 
 After the presentation, the Wild Kidz Camp spent the remainder of the day running 
around and playing different wide games like manhunt and zombies, as well as a few circle 
games, such as telephone. 

Manhunt 
 This game requires a hula-hoop.  Manhunt is played by having one or two people who 
are “it”.  All the other players are given a 10 second head start before the players who are “it” 
are allowed to go after them.  There is a hula-hoop that acts as the “home free” zone.  The ob-
jective of the game is for all the non-“it” players to reach home free before being tagged.  
Once a player is tagged, they become “it” as well and have to attempt to tag the remaining 
survivors who are heading for home free. 

Telephone 
This game starts by having everyone sit in a circle and one person whispers a sentence 

into the ear of someone directly to the right of him or her.  The person who receives the mes-
sage then relays what they heard to the person on their immediate right.  This chain continues 
counter clockwise until the person to the immediate left of the original initiator hears the mes-
sage.  That person then announces what they have heard out loud to everyone playing.  The 
objective of the game is to have the same message said out loud at the end of the game as 
what was said from the original player. 

Zombies 
 Zombies is a game played with one to three players who are the “infected” zombie 
player(s) and the rest of the players are regular humans.  All of the “humans” tie a piece of 
flagging tape to each wrist, and each piece of tape signifies one life.  After a 10 second head 
start, the zombies chase after the humans.  If a human is tagged, they lose one of their pieces 
of flagging tape.  Once a player loses both pieces of flagging tape—meaning they were tagged 
twice—they become a zombie as well and can go chase after the remaining human players.  
The game ends once everyone has become a zombie. 
 
4:00 – 6:00: BBQ with Club members, Campers, and Parents 
 At the end of the first day of camp, the Wild Kidz Camp hosted a BBQ Meet & Greet for 
the campers and their parents.  The purpose of the BBQ was to present an opportunity for par-
ents and campers to meet the camp leaders and the KRGA members, ask any questions they 
may have, and to encourage excitement for the rest of the week!  The KRGA generously 
manned the BBQ and provided the hot dogs, hamburgers, buns, condiments and beverages. 

Left: Kids attempt a human pyramid. Right: A friendly sponge fight. 
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TUESDAY 
 
9:00: Sign in 
 
9:00 – 10:00: California Kickball 
 When all the kids arrived at camp Tuesday morning, they played a game of California 
kickball. It’s rules are similar to those of baseball; however, instead of pitching a small ball, 
you roll a larger ball—like a dodge ball—to the batter.  The batter must then kick the ball and 
given that that the ball did not roll foul, out of bounds past the foul line, the batter may run to 
whatever base they feel they can reach before the ball is picked up by the other team’s field-
ers and thrown to a receiver at the base to try and tag the runner.  If the runner is tagged or if 
the ball is kicked into the air and caught before it hits the ground, that person is “out”.  There 
are four bases—first base, second base, third base, and home plate—and they are set up in 
the shape of a diamond.  There is no stealing between bases so runners can only advance as a 
player behind them kicks the ball into fair territory.  Once the field team achieves getting 
three players on the batting team “out”, they become the batting team on offense, and the 
team that was batting takes the field on defense. 
 
10:00 – 2:30: Activity Rotations – Archery, Building Birdhouses, & Capture the Flag 
 The children were separated into groups. 
 

Archery 
 Session led by Lewis Powell, Treena Powell, and Al Hummel.  Al Hummel, former KRGA 
president, began each session with a safety talk before the children were able to pick up a 
bow themselves.  Once instructed how to safely operate a bow and arrow, the children were 
able to shoot arrows at targets and foam animals, which were in the shape of a deer, a bear, 
and a turkey.  KRGA president, Lewis Powell and his daughter Treena were alert, in addition to 
Al, to assist any children who needed some pointers or guidance.  Furthermore, Treena 
demonstrated her own archery ability by showing the kids her compound hunting bow. 
 

Participant lines up a shot during archery. 
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Building Birdhouses 
 Session led by Jim Wiebe and Cliff Gardner.  The KRGA 
members provided the wood.  Jim Wiebe had graciously pre-
pared the birdhouses days in advance.  He had meticulously cut 
all the wood and set up stations for all 25 children to construct 
their own birdhouse, which including attaching individual roof 
shingles.  Careful measuring, cutting, and gluing were required to 
create these birdhouse masterpieces.  The KRGA members were 
attentive and incredibly helpful all day to assist in the process.  A 
couple of eager campers even completed two birdhouses each! 
 
 
Capture the Flag – Revisited 
 For those that had either completed their birdhouses or had finished their archery ro-
tation, it was the popular opinion to organize additional Capture the Flag games. 
 
2:30 – 3:30: Relay Races & Sponge Fights 
 As it was a remarkably warm day, the leaders decided to finish off the day with water 
activities to cool off all the campers. 
 

Relay Races 
 This race required four buckets, four sponges, and lots of water!  The children were 
split into two teams.  Each team is provided with a bucket filled with water and a set of spong-
es.  A second bucket is given to each team, but placed 20 metres away from the start line.  
Each player had to soak their sponge in the first bucket and run the sponge to the empty buck-
et on the far side.  A team member could not start soaking their sponge until their teammate 
crossed back over the start line and tagged their hand, which allowed the next person in line 
to begin soaking their sponge.  The first team to fill their bucket on the far end won! 
 

Sponge Fight 
 The game required two pieces of rope, buckets filled with water, and lots of sponges!  
Campers were split up into two teams.  Borderlines were established that the campers could 
not cross in order to set up a safe zone.  We gave each team a set of sponges and a couple of 
buckets they could fill up with water.  If someone was hit with a sponge from a player on the 
other team, they were out and had to move off to the side.  If their teammate caught a sponge 
soaring through the air from the other team, they were able to bring a teammate back in.  The 
team first team to take out all of the members of the opposite team won! 
 
3:30 – 4:00: Cake! 
 It was a special day on July 9th, 2013, because camp leader Badger Stripe, also known 
as Jason Jobin, turned 25!  In celebration of another year of Badger, the end of the day was 
filled with hugs, songs, and cake!  

Jim helping a camper build a 
birdhouse.  
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WEDNESDAY 
 
8:45 – 9:00: Sign in 
 
9:00 – 9:30: Travel to Kitimat River Hatchery 
 Wednesday began with organizing the kids into the two camp vans.  Once everyone 
was accounted for, the dance parties and sing-a-longs began as the Wild Kidz Camp made their 
way to visit the Kitimat River Hatchery located at the head of the Douglas channel. 
 
9:30 – 11:30: Kitimat River Hatchery Tour 
 The Kitimat River Hatchery consists of 14 outside raceways, 62 Capilano Troughs, 6 
Chum Keeper Channels, 80 Atkin Cells, and 672 Health trays.  Five different species of salmon-
ids—chum, chinook, coho, cutthroat, and steelhead—are raised at the hatchery.  Each year, 11 
million fish are released. 
 Once we arrived at the hatchery, we were introduced to “Captain Barbosa”, Paul 
Mitchell, Tim Reynolds, Aila Skitcko, Kendra Mouland, and Danica Meier.  They started the day 
off by explaining the importance of the hatchery and the reason for its existence.  Then, the 
kids and leaders were split into 3 different groups.   

Aila Skitcko and Danica Meier took one group.  They led a tour of the facility and ex-
plained the steps involved in raising fish fry.  Highlights of the tour included allowing the kids 
to feed thousands of fish and watching them jump for the food.  The kids enjoyed sticking 
their fingers into one of the tanks and being “kissed” by the salmon fry. 
 The second group went with Captain Barbosa and Kendra Mouland to an art station to 
create fish prints.  Kendra would start by rolling a base of green paint on a large fish, and then 
the kids had a variety of colourful paints to choose from when creating their masterpiece.  The 
fish prints went one of two ways.  Some prints were very conservative and realistic to what a 
fish might look like, and others were vibrant and outlandish with bright pink lipstick and tech-
no-coloured scales. 

 The third group at the Kitimat River 
Hatchery experienced a thorough salmon 
dissection by Paul Mitchell.  He explained 
the features of salmon anatomy, including 
the differences between gender and the 
function of an air bladder.  Paul also re-
moved several organs from the salmon be-
fore explaining their functions. 
 At the end of the three group rota-
tions, everyone was brought back into the 
fish dissecting room for an even more in 
depth look at all of the fish organs.  As re-
quested by the kids, Paul operated on the 
fish’s head so the kids could see the brain! Paul dissecting a salmon. 
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11:30 – 12:00: Travel back to KRGA 
 After a riveting and informative morning at the Kitimat River Hatchery, the camp piled 
back into the vans and headed back towards the KRGA clubhouse. 
 
12:00 – 12:30: Lunch 
 
12:30 – 4:00: Activity Rotations – Fishing Jigs & Hike to Giant Spruce Park 
 The children were split into two groups after lunch.  One group was heading to the Gi-
ant Spruce Park for a nature hike and the other group was staying back at the clubhouse to 
create fishing jigs. 
 

Fishing Jigs 
 Session led by Cliff Gardner and Jim 
Wiebe.  By the time everyone got back 
from the Kitimat River Hatchery, tables 
were set up of colourful chicken feathers, 
nail polish, string and fishing hooks.  With 
careful instructions from Cliff and Jim, as 
well as assistance from Emily Maag and 
Mickaela Ward, the children set up their 
hooks on cranks, and learned how to 
attach their feathers.  Well over 100 jigs 
were crafted. 
 
 
 

Hike to Giant Spruce Park 
 Session led by Al Hummel & Neil 
Fletcher.  The nature hike to the Giant 
Spruce at the end of Giant Spruce Park was 
a quaint 30-minute trek away from the 
KRGA clubhouse.  Giant Spruce Park is 
home to a 500-year-old Sitka Spruce tree, 
which was designated in 1983 as the larg-
est living Sitka Spruce in the province.  
With a circumference of over 36 feet, it 
took 12 children standing hand in hand 
around the tree to hug its colossal truck. 
 

It took many campers to reach around this huge tree. 

Children making their own fishing jigs. 
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THURSDAY: 
 
9:00: Sign in 
 
9:00 – 10:30: Nature Scavenger Hunt 
 Session led by Katie Hikida and Neil Fletcher.  This morning’s activities aimed to create 
friendly competition, while reiterating species identification from the beginning of the week.  
The kids competed in pairs and had to write down the list of species and objects they had to 
find.  The more difficult items were worth more points, so as well as being tested on how 
much information they retained from Neil’s forestry session, there was also a level of strategy 
involved in the activity.  The items on the nature scavenger hunt list varied from easier items, 
such as moss, bark, and yellow flowers, to more challenging items (red oisier leaf, elderberry, 
and thimbleberry) to items that required pure luck, such as a feather and a four-leafed clover. 
 
10:30 – 12:00: Bear Aware Presentation 
 Session led by Dana Amando and Darcie Reid of the District of Kitimat Bear Aware Pro-
gram.  Dana and Darcie showed a power point presentation explaining how to avoid attracting 
bears at home and how to tell the difference between different kinds of bears.  This presenta-
tion was followed by a short video about bear safety, which demonstrated how someone 
should act if they ran into a bear in the wilderness.  They finished their session by quizzing the 
children about their presentation.  The kids were eager to answer Dana and Darcie’s questions 
because there was the promise of water bottles, pens, stickers, and posters as prizes. 
 
12:00 – 12:30: Lunch 
 
12:30 – 12:45: Travel to the Sam Lindsay Aquatic Centre 
 The original plan for this afternoon was to either go to Hospital Beach in Kitimat or a 
nearby lake in Terrace.  Unfortunately, the weather was not cooperating on Thursday and the 
children were not eager to swim outside; however, a backup plan was quickly devised and the 
kids hopped into the vans and set off for the Sam Lindsay Aquatic Centre. 
 
12:45 – 3:45: Swim time at the Sam Lindsay Aquatic Centre 

Due to the great generosity of Rick and Sarah Moretti, the Wild Kidz Camp spent the 
afternoon gleefully swimming and splashing around at the local pool.  The children were de-
lighted to swing from the rope swing, pounce off the diving board, soak in the hot tub, and 
“leech” themselves to Badger Stripe as he entered the splash zone. 
 
3:45 – 4:00: Travel back to the KRGA 
 One of the largest hurdles of the week was trying to get all the kids out of the pool, but 
eventually, the leaders managed to get all of the happy children out of the pool and back into 
the vans. 
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FRIDAY: 
 
9:00: Sign in 
 
9:00 – 3:30: Activity Rotations – Fire Mountain Shooting Range & Nature Painting 
 Today was the day that all of the kids had been waiting for, which was shooting at the 
Fire Mountain Shooting Range.  Having to separate the kids into two groups, half of the kids 
eagerly clambered onto the bus and headed to the edge of town. 
 
Fire Mountain Shooting Range 
 Session led by the Kitimat Rod and Gun Associa-
tion members.  Once everyone arrived at the Fire Moun-
tain Shooting Range, the kids were given strict safety 
instructions and shown how to properly use a .22 rifle.  
The children were able to fire the .22s under the careful 
supervision of Lewis, Rita, and Treena Powell, Al Hum-
mel, Warren Dilg, and Rick, Sarah, and Braden Moretti.  
After shooting paper targets, they all tried their hand at 
smaller objects, like golf balls.  By the end of the day, 
several kids had managed to hit them. 
 
Nature Painting 
 Session led by Neil Fletcher.  Neil had set up his own watercolour art institute.  After an 
initial lesson about the basic principles of watercolours, he had all the kids create their own 
colour wheel.  After the kids learned how to mix colours they ran outside to find something 
they would like to paint.  Most children selected a leaf, branch, or berry and they were in-
structed to examine their object’s many different shades and angles.  The Fletcher Art Insti-
tute’s final lesson was to go outside, find a solo location, and paint the surrounding landscape.  
Some kids chose to paint the trees, others chose to paint the sky, and some of the kids trekked 
down a trail leading to the river and painted a beachscape. 

 
3:30 – 4:00: Autograph T-shirts & Goodbyes 
 The week felt like it ended all too soon 
and before everyone knew it, the Wild Kidz Camp 
was autographing each other’s t-shirts and saying 
their final thank you’s and goodbyes.  As the first 
Wild Kidz Camp in Kitimat, there were enough 
memories made to last a lifetime.  The BCWF 
cannot thank the KRGA enough for being such 
gracious hosts and welcoming its members into 
the Kitimat community! 
 

Warren helping a camper take aim. 

Signing each others’ shirts is a Wild Kidz tradition. 
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Chase, BC July 22nd to July 26th 

 

LOCATION 
 The second Wild Kidz Camp of 2013 was held in Chase, BC.  The Village of Chase is lo-
cated between Kamloops and Salmon Arm, on the western shore of Little Shuswap Lake, and 
along Trans-Canada Highway 1.  With a charming population of 2500, this tight-knit communi-
ty instantly welcomed the BCWF team with open arms and made them feel right at home. 
 The base camp for the week was the Chase Community Hall, which was offered free of 
charge by the Village of Chase.  This venue is situated in an ideal part of town because it is lo-
cated near Willson Park & Memorial Beach Park. 
 Day trips throughout the week were either within walking distance or reached by a 
short bus ride.  The week’s itinerary included visits to Willson Park, Memorial Beach Park, Ro-
derick Haig Brown Park, the Chase Fish and Game Club grounds, and Phillips Lake. 
 
PARTICIPANTS 
 The week before the camp was to begin, the Wild Kidz Camp was filled up to its capaci-
ty of 25 kids and the waitlist began to grow.  The boys and girls ranged in age from 9 to 12 
years old. All of the participants were eager to begin the week’s activities. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

These brothers were lucky enough to all get into the Wild Kidz Camp. 
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ITINERARY IN CHASE 
 The week–long camp ran from 9 AM to 4 PM between Monday, July 22nd and Friday, 
July 26th.  All activities were carefully selected for the nature-related experiences they would 
offer to the children.  Guest speakers leading various activities were selected in an effort to 
represent a large spectrum of people who enjoy using and conserving nature.  This list includ-
ed: staff from the Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC; Adams River Salmon Society representa-
tives; a  speaker from Bear Aware; and members from the Chase Fish and Game Club. 
 
The schedule of activities for the week was as follows: 
 
MONDAY 
 
8:45 – 9:00: Meet with Parents and Enroll Children in Camp 
 The rambunctious campers arrived at the Wild Kidz Camp promptly on Monday morn-
ing.  They couldn’t wait to pick up their camp t-shirts and meet their fellow campmates for the 
week! 
 
9:00 – 9:15: Camp Rules & Expectations 
 Once all the campers had signed in, the leaders organized everyone into a circle.  Going 
around the circle clockwise, everyone said their name, their favourite animal, and what their 
favourite activity was they have done so far this summer. 
 After initial introductions, the camp leaders explained the P.E.R.C.H. code of conduct to 
ensure a positive camp experience for one and all (Participation, Environmental manners, Re-
spect, Cooperation, and Have fun).  The leaders also introduced the camp-favourite signal to 
quiet down and pay attention: 

Leaders: “Arm goes up!” 
Campers: “Mouth goes shut like a pop tart! Cha-Ching!” 

 
9:15 – 9:30: Ice Breaker Game – Animal Charades 
 Attempting to warm the kids up, the Chase Wild Kidz Camp started off with a round of 
Animal Charades. 
 This game intended to familiarize the children with one another and to encourage cre-
ative teamwork.  The kids were split up into 4 groups and they each had to select an animal to 
act out.  Each group had to collectively work together and portray an animal by becoming its 
different body parts.  The challenge was coordinating the group to move together in a way 
that the other groups could guess what animal they were. 
 
9:30 – 11:00: Activity Rotations – Knot Tying, Skulls & Furs, and Invasive Species 
 The first activities of the day occurred at Willson Park and at the Chase Community 
Hall, which are located less than a 5-minute walk away from each other.  These activities in-
volved splitting the kids up into 3 different groups for the rotations. 
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Knot Tying 
 Session led by Cameron Coates and Mariko 
Baerg.  All campers were given a piece of rope.  The 
instructors began the session by asking all the kids to 
tie the most complex knot they know how to tie.  
Some kids tied a simple knot, such as one found on a 
shoelace.  Other kids tied very knowledgeable knots 
that could be found anchoring a boat.  They kids 
were then asked to untie their knots and were in-
structed how to tie a stopper knot, a running bowline 
knot, and a figure eight knot.  Throughout the ses-
sion, the kids were asked when each type of knot 

would be used and the differences between each knot.  Near the end of the session, Cameron 
and Mariko created a competition between the kids and crowned whoever could create the 
best knot as the winner. 

 
Skulls & Furs 
 Session led by Rachel Schott and Lyndsey 
Stark. Rachel and Lyndsey presented several skulls 
and furs from a number of BC mammals to the camp-
ers.  They let the children attempt to guess what ani-
mal each skull or fur belonged to.  Rachel and Lyndsey 
had the skulls and furs of a bear, beaver, cougar, coy-
ote, fox, lynx, moose, muskrat, and otter.  Additional-
ly, they had a moose bone and hide. Rachel and Lynd-
sey explained that people could learn a lot about an 
animal from its skull, such as its diet, age, life history, 
and even cause of death. 
 

 
Invasive Species 
 Session led by Philip and Marie-Elena Viaud from the Invasive Species Council of BC.  
Philip and Marie-Elena led the Kidz in an aquatic invasive species lesson, which consisted of 
both discussion and activities discussing invasive species in aquatic and riparian ecosystems, 
such as streams, lakes, and wetlands.  The ISCBC team based their lesson in regards to water-
based recreation activities, such as boating.  They discussed that prevention is the best meth-
od to counter invasive species through the “CLEAN-DRAIN-DRY” method, which includes 
washing equipment, boats, motors, trailers, bail buckets, and pets free of aquatic debris be-
fore leaving.  The kids got to practice this method through a small-scale display that consisted 
of a water tank, toy boat, and hand-held fan.  The second part of the lesson was learning 
about the different types of fish they may find in a lake and identifying which ones are invasive 
and why.  The kids were able to “fish” for toy fish by using a magnetic fishing rod in a tub full 
of water. 

Learning to tie special knots. 

Rachel explaining BC mammal skulls and fur. 
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11:00 – 12:15: Survival Skills Presentation 
 Session led by Alec Farquharson from Kamloops Search and Rescue.  Alec led this ses-
sion by explaining what to do if you realize you are lost in the wilderness, as well as numerous 
outdoor travel tips.  He explained if you are lost you should STOP (Stop, Think, Observe, and 
Plan).  Alec’s outdoor travel tips described how one should: be prepared for your chosen rec-
reation; always carry the essentials; complete a trip plan and leave it with a friend; never hike 
alone; do not panic; stay where you are; use signalling devices; build or seek shelter; and avoid 
the most common mistake (believing this could never happen to “me”).  Alec then further ex-
plained the necessary equipment one should carry on themselves in their survival pack and 
how to use each item.  His presentation also included helpful tips, such as how to make a wa-
terproof matchbox using a shotgun shell, tape and string. 
 
12:15 – 12:45: Lunch 
 
12:45 – 1:00: Walk to Memorial Beach Park 
 After lunch, everyone began the convenient 15-minute walk to Memorial Beach Park at 
Little Shuswap Lake.  With the supervision of leaders, the journey ran smoothly.  It was well 
worth bracing the warm temperatures for the next activity of the day.   
 
1:00 – 3:30: Fishing Activities with the Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC 
 Session led by Megan Prins and Carley Gardner from the Freshwater Fisheries Society 
of BC’s Learn to Fish Program.  These ladies started off the session by explaining what the Fra-
ser Valley Trout Hatchery does and why it is important.  Next, Megan and Carley identified 
some of the more common species of fish found in BC’s freshwater lakes and streams as well 
as their different body functions.  The girls then went on to demonstrate the proper way to 
clip a bobble and attach a hook to a fishing line.  All of the kids were given the opportunity to 
attempt the process on a fishing rod after the demonstration.  Next in the Learn to Fish Pro-
gram, the kids were given casting lessons and they each had to demonstrate their understand-
ing one by one before they were allowed to go fish along the shore or off of the dock at Little 
Shuswap Lake.  The children enjoyed an hour of fishing after their lessons. 

Left: Nice catch! Right: After lessons, participants get to fish.  
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3:30 – 4:00: Free time at Memorial Beach Park 
 The Wild Kidz Camp ended the first day with everyone’s favourite activity in the Oka-
nogan’s warm climate: swimming!  The children eagerly plunged into the cool depths of the 
lake.  Several children enjoyed wading in the shallow waters along the shoreline, while some of 
the more experienced swimmers enjoyed jumping off of the new floating pier at Little Shuswap 
Lake, which was installed in February, 2013. 
 
 
TUESDAY 
 
9:00: Sign in 
 
9:00 – 9:30: Travel to Roderick Haig Brown Park 
 All 25 kids hopped into Dave Turner’s school bus on Tuesday morning and began the 
trip to Roderick Haig Brown Park.  Once everyone arrived at the park, we all entered the Ad-
ams River Salmon Society’s Log Cabin Interpretive Centre. 
 
9:30 – 10:00: Adams River Salmon Society Presentation 
 Session led by Sheila Empey from the Adams River Salmon Society.  Inside the log cabin, 
the kids were seated and Sheila began her discussion with who the Adams River Salmon Socie-
ty is and what their society aims to do.  Sheila then dove into a discussion about the lifespan of 
a salmon and the different stages of life from an egg all the way to a fully-grown salmon.  She 
ended with an activity that intended to mimic salmon survival rate.  Sheila gave each kid a fold-
ed piece of paper, which when opened, would either explain their current stage in a salmon’s 
life cycle or it would consist of how they died through predators or inadequately healthy eco-
systems.  New pieces of paper were handed out to the survivors until only a few kids lived to 
be fully grown salmon. 
 
10:00 – 11:00: Traditional Story Time 
 Session led by Ralph McBryan.  
Ralph told a remarkable First Nations 
story that he was told when he was a 
young boy.  The story centered on the 
Coyote and explained how the Bear lost 
his long, beautiful tail, as well as how 
the Salmon run came to be.  His enthu-
siasm and storytelling abilities were 
captivating to witness.  Ralph had the 
complete attention of the entire log 
cabin for the duration of his story. 
 

Ralph tells First Nation stories. 
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11:00 – 12:00: Nature Hike 
 Session led by Neil Fletcher and Cameron Coates.  
After the two presentations in the log cabin, the children 
were treated to a nature hike along the trails in Roderick 
Haig Brown Park.  Neil and Cameron led the kids along 
the trails through the trees, along the streams, and over 
the wooden bridges.  Along the way, they quizzed the 
kids on the different species present and discussed the 
history of the wilderness, which included examining an 
old tree that was struck by lightning years ago. 
 
12:00 – 12:30: Travel back to the Chase Community Hall 
 After the hike, the camp hopped back on the bus 
and off everyone went back to the Chase Community 
Hall for lunchtime. 
 
12:30 – 1:00: Lunch 
 
1:00 – 2:00: Activity Rotations – Food Chain Game & Nature Painting 
 The kids were split into two groups.  Half of the kids went to play the Food Chain Game 
outside at Willson Park, and the other group had Nature Painting in the Community Hall.  The 
kids participated in one of the activity rotations on Tuesday, and then the groups flipped and 
did the other activity the following day. 
 

 
Nature Painting. 
 Session led by Neil Fletch-
er.  Neil had set up his own water-
colour art institute.  After an initial 
lesson about the basic principles 
of watercolours, he had all the 
kids create their own colour 
wheel.  After the kids learned how 
to mix colours, they ran outside to 
find something they would like to 
paint.  Most children selected a 
leaf, branch, or berry and they 
were instructed to examine their 
object’s many different shades 
and angles.  Some of the kids 
attempted to depict the details of 

their object on their canvases, and others preferred to draw imaginary landscapes. 
 

Children on a nature hike. 

One participant paints a landscape. 
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Food Chain Game 
 Session led by Lyndsey Stark.  This game requires 3 hula-hoops, 24 multi-coloured reus-
able ice cubes (food tokens), 4 orange flags, and 25 multicolour bandanas.  Three kids are des-
ignated as the predators and wear one colour of bandana and the rest of the kids are the prey 
and wear a different coloured bandana.  One end of the field is the prey safe zone or perma-
nent shelter, the other end has all of the food tokens spread out, and the middle ground be-
tween the two zones is the playing area.  Three hula-hoops need to be set up in the playing 
area, which act as prey safe zones.  Prey must cross the playing area to retrieve a food token 
and bring back the token to their permanent shelter.  Preys are only allowed to take one token 
at a time and are not allowed to throw the tokens.  Each prey needs to collect 3 food tokens, 
and then they can sit down in the shelter area or go unfreeze frozen prey.  Predators must 
capture 4 preys to survive.  Predators capture prey by tagging them when they are running in 
the playing area and do not have two feet in the food token area or in a hula-hoop.  Once a 
prey is tagged, they must surrender their bandana to the predator and assume the free tag 
position (arms out, legs wide).  Prey can unfreeze other prey by going through their legs. 
 At the end of the game, Lyndsey had all prey that collected 3 tokens to stand together 
and all predators that collected 4 bandanas to stand together.  She explained how the ban-
danas and tokens act as survival tokens and are the animal’s means for sustenance.  This game 
can be related to wildlife examples, such as how hares are the prey for lynx, etc. 
 
2:00 – 3:00: SPCA Presentation 
 Session led by Evelyn Greenius from the SPCA.  Evelyn gave her presentation “Sharing 
our World with Wildlife”.  The topics she covered included reviewing the meaning of the envi-
ronment, habitat, extinction, endangered and threatened species, ecosystems, biodiversity, 
human interference on wildlife (eg. pollution, overfishing, etc.), non-native species, and how 
humans can accept wildlife responsibilities when sharing the earth.  Evelyn presented her ma-
terial through discussion, images, and activities.  The end activity involved the children 
“surviving” or “dying” in groups due to what either was present in an ecosystem or what was 
missing from an ecosystem.  This information was written on cards and handed out to each 
group. 
 
3:00 – 4:00: Travel to Memorial 
Beach Park & Free Time 
 Once again, the Wild Kidz 
Camp trekked over to Memorial 
Beach Park at end the day for 
swimming and unstructured free 
time. 
 
 

A damselfly rests on a participant’s finger. 
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WEDNESDAY 
 
9:00: Sign in 
 
9:00 – 10:30: Building Birdhouses 
 Session led by Bernie Onderwater, George Carlin, Ivan Hawley, and Theresa Wiebe.  
The various members of the CFGC had pre-cut pieces of wood and gathered as many hammers 
and nails as they were able to find.  With assistance, each kid was able to construct their own 
birdhouse by listening to the careful instructions of the Chase Fish and Game Club members 
and following the indicated nail placement markings on the wood. 
 
10:30 – 12:00: Activity Rotations – Painting the Birdhouses & Compass Activity 
 
Painting Birdhouses 
 Much to the kids’ delight, acrylic paints were provided to them to give everyone’s bird-
house their own “flavour”.  Birdhouses were painted in bright pink, green, orange, yellow, and 
purple colours.  Some children chose to paint their birdhouses all one colour, some went for a 
rainbow affect, and other kids were bold enough to paint designs or animals all over their bird-
houses. 
 
Compass Activity 
 Session led by Lyndsey Stark.  Lyndsey started this session by asking the kids if they 
know the 4 cardinal directions.  She then had the kids create an acronym to remember the di-
rections, such as Never Eat Soggy Weiners, for North, East, South, and West coordinates. 
 Lyndsey told a story to reiterate the cardinal directions.  The kids were numbered off 
into 4 different groups.  Each group went to stand by a cardinal direction.  Lyndsey stood in 
the middle and read the story below.  Everyone sat down, and whenever Lyndsey said a direc-
tion, those kids had to stand up and turn around in a circle and sit back down.  When Lyndsey 
said the word FOREST, all the kids had to run in a clockwise direction to the next cardinal di-
rection and then sit back down.  The story Lyndsey told is written below. 
 

 “In a land far, far away there was a great FOREST that held many great animals. One of these animals was the Great 
Bear of the EAST. He decided that he was going to hold a feast and invite all of his friends in the FOREST to join him on 
this glorious feasting day. First he decided to invite his friend the Squirrel from the NORTH because he knew he would 

bring all the good nuts. Naturally, he also invited his wife, Ms. Squirrel from the NORTH and their two kids Little Squirrel 
from the NORTH and Jr. Squirrel from the WEST and their cousin Squirrel from the SOUTH. Next the Great Bear of the 
EAST decided that he decided he would need some worms, so he should invite the Blue Jays from the WEST. The Blue 

Jays in the WEST had the best worms in the all FOREST. Then he remembered that the Ducks were flying home from the 
SOUTH since winter was over and they would be very hungry so he definitely had to invite them, and they would be able 
to tell everyone about all their stories from the SOUTH. This was looking like it was going to be the best feast in the FOR-

EST! On the day of the feast, it seemed like all the animals in the FOREST showed up. The Squirrels from the NORTH 
brought all their cousins from the SOUTH who brought all their cousins from the EAST and there was lots of nuts to be 

had. The Blue Jays brought all the best worms the WEST had tooffer and all the Ducks rejoiced because they didn't have 
nuts in the SOUTH. It was a glorious day in the FOREST, and all the animals, including the Squirrels from the NORTH and 

all their cousins from the SOUTH and the EAST, along with the Blue Jays from the WEST and all the Ducks from the 
SOUTH rejoiced, and the Great Bear of the EAST proclaimed it this best feast in the history of the FOREST. The End.” 
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12:00 – 12:30: Lunch 
 
12:30 – 1:30: Activity Rotation Pt. 2 – Food Chain Game & Nature Painting 
 This afternoon was part two of the activity rotations from yesterday.  All the kids that 
were nature painting were now playing the food chain game, and vice versa. 
 
1:30 – 1:45: Walk to Memorial Beach Park 
 
1:45 – 4:00: Swim Day at Memorial Beach Park 
 The Wild Kidz Camp designated Wednesday to be the day when the children could 
spend a longer period of time outside, frolicking in the water and basking in the sun.  There 
were also organized games such as Dragon Dodgeball being played amongst the kids who 
were swimming out to the floating pier and others who were wading in the water. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dragon Dodgeball 
 This game required a rope and two soccer balls.  The rope created a barrier in the 
shape of a circle, and two kids are selected from the group.  These kids entered the circle.  One 
was assigned the role of becoming the dragon’s head while the other was assigned the role of 
the dragon’s tail.  Kids on the outside of the rope circle were given balls to throw at the dragon 
tail.  The objective of the game is for the “head” is to protect the “tail” from those on the out-
side of the circle.  If the tail was hit, then the person who hit the tail becomes the new head, 
the head becomes the new tail, and the old tail rotated back outside the circle. 
 

Campers race to the new dock on Little Shuswap Lake. 
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THURSDAY 
9:00: Sign in 
 
9:00 – 9:30: Travel to the Chase Fish & Game Club 
 First thing in the morning, the kids climbed onto the school bus and rode straight off to 
the Chase Fish and Game Club. 
 
9:30 – 10:00: Tree Huggers Activity 
 Session led by Lyndsey Stark.  Everyone divided into pairs and one person was blind-
folded.  The blindfolded person was introduced to a tree and asked to feel and smell that tree.  
Then, the partner led the blindfolded person away to an area close by where the blindfold was 
taken off.  That person was given the task of attempting to find the tree they were acquainted 
with.  After the person had found their tree, the partners switch roles. 
 
10:00 – 11:30: Nature Scavenger Hunt 
 Session led by Neil Fletcher and Katie Hikida.  A list of 20 nature items the kids could 
find around the CFGC’s grounds was created and examples of each item were collected.  De-
pending on the level of difficulty of each item, there was a corresponding point system for the 
likelihood of the kids finding that item or the probability that they would know what an item 
was.  Also, there was a bonus opportunity for the kids.  If they created a song and dance rou-
tine about the Wild Kidz Day Camp that rhymed and was at least 4 lines long, they received 10 
bonus points!  
 
11:30 – 12:30: Bear Aware & WildSafeBC Presentation 
 Session led by Emily Lomas from TNRD 
WildSafeBC.  Emily conducted both a Bear Aware and a 
WildSafeBC presentation for the Wild Kidz Camp.  While 
focusing on Bear Aware, she discussed the different type 
of bears, how to prevent conflict with wild bears, and 
how to act if someone unavoidably runs into a bear.  
Emily also brought several bear skulls, a bear rug, and 
Bear Aware promotional materials to show and share 
with the children.  The WildSafeBC program is a new 
program developed to reduce human and wildlife con-
flicts throughout BC.  Included in this program are spe-
cies like coyotes, deer, and cougars.  Emily ended her 
session with an outside activity that had the kids physi-
cally practice their actions if they were to run into a 
bear.  The kids successfully stopped, threw their hands 
up, spoke “whoa bear” in a calm, deep voice, and slowly 
walked backwards on their third attempt. 
 

Above: Wildsafe BC teaches about living 
with wildlife. Below: Bear skulls on display 
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12:30 – 1:00: Lunch 
 
1:00 – 3:30: Activity Rotations – Archery & Shooting 
 
Archery 
 Session led by Vickey Bischoff, Andy McLaren, and Tim Kenning.  There were numerous 
target boards set up down a grassy stretch of lawn.  The instructors offered a brief instruction-
al session on how to draw an arrow on their bow and aim at their targets.  Carefully super-
vised, the instructors allowed several children at a time fire away at the targets. 
Shooting 
 Session led by Ed Schmidt, Bernie Onderwater, Ralph Bischoff, and Derry McEwan.  
After a quick safety lesson and earplugs and safety glasses were handed out, the kids all got to 
shoot .22 rifles.  They each attached two balloons to the posts on the far end they were aiming 
at.  After the satisfying “pops”, they each were able to shoot at their circular targets.  A couple 
of the kids hit the targets right on the nose! 
 
3:30 – 4:00: Travel back to the Chase Fish and Game Club 
 At the end of a thrilling day at the clubhouse, the tired kids got 
back onto the bus and set off for the Chase Community Hall. 
 
 
FRIDAY 
 
9:00: Sign in 
 
9:00 – 9:30: Travel to the Chase Fish & Game Club 
 
9:30 – 12:00: Pack Horses & Camping 
 Session led by Ralph Bischoff.  Ralph had a special treat for the Wild Kidz Day Camp.  He 
brought two horses with him and explained how he trained them from when they were young.  
Ralph demonstrated the proper way to groom and take care of his horses, and then showed 
the kids how to properly saddle a horse.  Ralph explained that if he were off on an adventure 
in the back county, one horse is used for riding, and the other horse is a packhorse, used to 
transport all of his hunting and camping equipment. 
 After Ralph saddled and packed his two horses, he rode them up a short hill to demon-
strate a true cowboy’s way of camping.  Extracting only equipment carried on his packhorse—
with the exception of trees he would have to cut down in the wilderness to use as tent poles—
Ralph pitched his Egyptian cotton tent, with the assistance of several eager campers.  Ralph 
then showed the kids how to set up a foldable iron stove, and explained all of the tools he 
would need to survive in the outback and how to use them.  It was an incredibly detailed and 
informative session! 
 

Bernie teaches proper 
gun safety. 
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12:00 – 12:30: Lunch 
 
12:30 – 12:45: Travel to Phillips Lake 
 With help from our volunteers’ vehicles, we shuttled the kids over to Phillips Lake for 
the afternoon’s activities. 
 
12:45 – 3:30: Activity Rotations – Fishing & Dip Netting 
 Half of the kids were designated fishermen and fisherwomen for the first half of the 
afternoon and the other group was to explore the shorelines around Phillips Lake with dip nets 
and identify different species. 
 
Fishing 
 Session led by Bernie Onderwater, Derry McEwan, Ralph Bischoff, Jason Wiebe, Nancy 
Onderwater, and Cameron Coates.  The Chase Fish and Game Club provided the boats and the 
BCWF provided the fishing rods and tackle boxes.  There were 6 boats available—one volun-
teer in each—, which could take out two kids at a time to fish on Phillips Lake.  The kids were 
all equipped with a life jacket, fishing rod, and had one tackle box per boat.  The highlight of 
the fishing adventure was when the last boat returned off of the lake and one boy had a fish in 
hand! 
Dip Netting 
 Session led by Neil Fletcher and Rachel Schott.  The kids were given an introduction to 
the different kinds of species they might find along the shoreline of Phillips Lake.  They were 
then given dip nets and small tubs to fill with water and put the species into once they were 
scooped up in their nets.  Once all of the kids had found a few species each, such as leeches, 
backswimmers, and dragonfly nymphs, they were given informational cards on each species 
and gave presentations in pairs to the rest of the campers. 

Ralph demonstrates how to use horses for outback camping. 
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3:30 – 4:00: Travel back to the Chase Fish and Game Club 
 After the boats were loaded back onto the truck and the dip nets were packed away, 
the Wild Kidz Day Camp trekked back to the Chase Fish and Games Club’s grounds. 
 
4:00 – 6:00: BBQ with Parents & Autographing T-Shirts. 
 Once back at the clubhouse, the BBQ was fired up and the parents began to arrive.  
The campers, parents, volunteers, and leaders were treated to hotdogs, fruit, juice boxes, pop, 
and chips to toast the end of a great week!  Stories were shared with the parents and thank 
you’s were conducted.  The kids were allowed to autograph each other’s shirts to celebrate 
the new friendships made and the memories that are sure to last a lifetime. 
 

Top left: Looking at invertebrates under a microscope. Top Right: Fishing at Phillips Lake 
Bottom Left: Searching for insects in wetlands.  

Bottom Right: Preforming a song and dance for bonus points in the scavenger hunt.  
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ADVERTISEMENTS 
 A variety of techniques were used to attract registrants for the BCWF’s Wild Kidz 
Camps and to increase general awareness about the importance of children connecting with 
nature.  An advertisement flyer was created for both kids’ camps that could be solicited 
throughout different media and correspondence outlets.  For both the Kitimat camp and the 
Chase camp, every elementary school in the town was contacted and sent the advertisement 
flyer to post around school and to send home with students who were ages 9 to 12.  The KRGA 
and CFGC members also posted flyers in all of the local hotspots.   
 E-mail blasts and social media posts, such as facebook and twitter, were also used to 
advertise the Wild Kidz Day Camps, which included the information about where to apply 
online.  Eventbrite.com was used as the source for registration.  Eventbrite is a helpful tool 
because it provided the registrants with an easy means of registration and provided the BCWF 
with an easy method to track all of the campers’ information. 
 Through the flyers and electronic posts and messages, both camps filled up with ease 
and waitlists began to grow before the camps commenced. 
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FUNDERS 
 The Wild Kidz Camp in Kitimat and Chase, BC could not have taken place without the 
generous financial support provided by the British Columbia Conservation Foundation, 
HuntingBC.ca, Deluxe Wall Tents, The Barnet Rifle Club, The Government of British Columbia, 
HRSDC Canada, and the Block Family. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
IN-KIND SUPPORT 
 In-kind support was provided by the Kitimat Rod and Gun Association, the Chase & 
District Fish and Game Club, Bear Aware, Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC, Adams River 
Salmon Society, SPCA, Kamloops Search and Rescue, the Kitimat River Hatchery, Terrace To-
tem Ford and the Fire Mountain Shooting Range. 


