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Where we live – the South Coast, nearly 2.5 million
people and expected to be > 4 million by 2036



The South Coast and its stats: Provincially threatened, endangered
and special concern: 268. Federally (SARA) threatened, endangered

and conservation concern: 57 (+ three extirpated)

At least 61 native species on the South Coast are associated with
wetlands, not including those found in estuaries and vernal pools.
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SCCP Core Program Streams



Since the signing of the Wetland Declaration for the Lower
Mainland the SCCP has been working to integrate wetland
conservation into its broader work on endangered species

and ecological communities.



For those local governments we directly work
with we provide land use planning, guidance and
policy direction that directly and indirectly
addresses wetland protection and recovery
through:

• Identifying which activities/tools can be best
utilized to integrate endangered species
including those dependent on wetlands

• Profiling gaps/steps necessary to
protect/restore habitat that support priority
endangered species e.g. affecting political will,
public awareness, inventory information and
mapping, available regulatory tools and
governance.

• Assessing how critical habitat effective
protection/restoration can be achieved in local
government land use planning and policy
implementation

How are we working with local governments to plan with wetlands in
mind?



Other core SCCP programs or resources utilized to integrate wetlands
and wetland dependent species into the conservation narrative

SPECIES AT RISK IN
THE CLASSROOM



Meadowridge
School Latimer

Creek off-channel
Wetland Creation

Project

Forming collaboratives with local stewardship groups,
schools and local governments



Diversity By Design – Restoring Habitat
for Species at Risk on BC’s South Coast



The Challenges We
Face: The rapid loss of
species we are seeing
today is estimated by
experts to be between
1,000 and 10,000 times
higher than the natural

extinction rate.
*Source: World Wildlife Fund



Wetlands are part of that diminishing natural capital and
the Lower Mainland is no exception.

While there are significant efforts underway to halt the
loss of wetlands, climate change, population growth and
land use changes continue to take there toll.

Influencing human nature towards affecting a
sustainable future where the value of wetlands is fully
recognized and protected remains a great challenge.

Even though we may understand that conserving our
natural capital and the goods and services it provides is
essential to life, doing so still remains for the most part
a societal choice.

We have the ability and we know it can work, this is an
opportune time to work with decision makers to choose
wisely!



Questions?

SCCP.CA


